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Secondary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 

Resources:  
Check answers to water quiz (see fact sheet), power point presentation, laptops/computers to share, 
Web Resource Links:  

Search floods on google

BBC news: search floods http://www.bbc.co.uk/
ReliefWeb (go to filter by disaster type on the right hand) http://reliefweb.int/disasters
FloodList http://floodlist.com/
Information on floods and climate change:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-12327530 

Additional resources:  

Water quiz power point
Floods around the world power point 

Aims: 

· To recognise the importance of water to life on earth 

· To identify and investigate possible causes of flooding 

Outcomes: 
· To work collaboratively to research and present a factual profile of a place affected by flood/s 

· To interpret and present statistical information appropriately

· To reflect carefully upon positive and negative effects of flooding 

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Display the slides with the multiple choice water quiz (make sure you have checked the fact sheet for the correct answers before the lesson). Working individually, ask students to complete the quiz. Together: go through the questions and share answers. Ask: Are you surprised by some of the facts? 

Introduce and summarise the importance of World Water Day (UN recognised International Day to focus attention on the importance of freshwater and pushing for sustainable management of freshwater resources). Ask:  Why is water so important that it needs its own International Day? Confirm that water is essential for all of the Earth’s living ecosystems, for human development and for food production.  

Group Work: (suggested time 35 minutes)
Highlight that water scarcity affects more than 40 percent of people worldwide. But too much water can also cause problems. Explain that today’s lesson will focus on flooding and its impact on local communities. As an introduction share with students the Flood around the World Facts power point (see additional resources). Discuss.  

Explain to students that they will be working in groups to prepare a flood profile of their choice, presenting their findings in a Power Point presentation or Google shared drive Power Point. Provide students with at least one tablet/laptop/computer per group and give them relevant websites as starting points (see web resource links).

Display a prompt list of what should be included:  E.g. name of location, village/town/city, urban/rural size, population, details of the people/community affected (living/visiting), impact on access to clean water and sanitation, flood facts such as severity, emergency actions etc.  

Highlight to students that they also need to think about and discuss together their own particular questions that they would like to research.    

Share some possible questions: 

How many people were affected?  

Are the affects of floods short term or long lasting?  

How has the emergency been dealt with?

What are the possible causes of the flood/s? (climate change, weather patterns, location of communities near plains, mountains, rivers etc, diversion of water, a river bursting its banks, extreme weather, a dam bursting etc).

The students should include at least three questions that address statistical information such as the cost of the floods, how many people who were affected, number of houses lost etc. The presentation should include at least one visual representation of statistics such as a graph or a pie chart.

Ask:  What other questions might you generate?  Give students a few minutes to discuss before they start researching and preparing their presentations.  

And finally:  (suggested time 15 minutes)

Ask each group to present their Power Points and share their findings.  Ask:  What further questions have arisen from our research?
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