Water Facts 

What is water? 

Water is a substance, its basic unit is a molecule. It is formed of an oxygen atom linked to two hydrogen atoms, and is written as H2O

What is water essential for? 

It is essential for the production of food, all of the living ecosystems, and for human development

What percentage of the human body is water? 

Approximately 60% of the human body is composed of water

In order to survive how many litres of water do you think humans need to use in a day? 

20 to 50 litres of clean water free from harmful contaminants every day

How many litres of water do you think people in the UK use in a day?

Each person in the UK uses 150 litres of water a day.

What uses less water: a bath or a shower? 

A 5 minute shower uses around 35 litres of water a bath uses around 80 litres.  However if you have a shallow bath you could potentially use less water.  A short shower is best and an energy and water efficient showerhead with reduced water flow and pressure is better.

What uses less water:  hand washing dishes or a dishwasher? 

Washing dishes: Washing by hand can be very efficient if using a bowl watching how much water is used. But daily hand washing typically uses about 63 litres and if dishes are rinsed off under a running tap the total water used can be 150 litres. 
A modern dishwasher can use as little as 10 litres of water per cycle. The dishwasher must be full to prevent water being wasted. 
What is the water cycle? 

The Water Cycle (also known as the hydrologic cycle) is the journey water takes as it circulates from the land to the sky and back again.

What are the wettest natural places in the world? 

Tropical rainforests    

What is the wettest place in the world? 
Cherrapunji is a town in East Khasi Hills a district in the Indian state of Meghalaya, North-Eastern India. Due to climate change weather patterns have changed and over recent years there has been a 20 % decrease in annual average rainfall. Rain also falls later in the year. Amit Chaudhuri one of Cherrapunji's weather office’s staff said: “It is basically since 2005 that we are often getting 8,000mm-9,000mm of rain in Cherrapunji annually - against the normal average of 11,000mm.”

What are the driest areas on earth? Deserts and tundra (tundras are among Earth's coldest, harshest large-scale ecosystems). Tundra ecosystems are treeless regions found in the Arctic, Siberia and on the tops of mountains.

What is the driest place in the world? Atacama Desert, a plateau (an area of highland, usually consisting of relatively flat terrain) in Chile, South America covering 600 miles.
What proportion of the planet is covered in water? 

It covers two-thirds of our planet.

What is climate change? 

Most scientists now agree that the planet is warming and that this is at least partly due to human activities, such as the burning of fossil fuels. Fossil fuels emit large amounts of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere when burnt. 

Rising temperatures are causing long term changes in average global weather conditions. These changes in the climate are set to accelerate, making it difficult for animals and plants to adapt and threatening their ability to survive and reproduce. Some researchers have predicted that for every one degree centigrade temperature rise that takes place, 10% of species will become extinct globally.
Note down five uses for water… 

To provide water for agriculture and farming, make hot drinks, flush toilets, dye clothes, wash vegetables, make bread. 

Note down five ways you use water in a day… 

To shower, wash hands, to drink, to wash clothes, to wash dishes, to swim in. 

Give four ways in which water might be used to grow and prepare food… 

To water seeds, to wash fish, fruit and vegetables, to boil pasta and potatoes.  

What problems do people around the world experience in relation to water? 

Problems with access to water, polluted water, lack of adequate sanitation (access to household connection to a clean water supply), contamination from raw sewage or industrial waste, dehydration, ill health etc.

Can everyone access clean water?
The number of people with access to clean water has doubled in the last 20 years, but one billion people are still without access to safe water. This is nearly one fifth of the world population. 

Can you list three possible reasons for water shortage?

Dams preventing water flow, drought, pollution, large scale irrigation, infected water, tourism and trade.

What is world water day and why is it important?  
Forget diamonds, forget gold, water is one of the most precious elements in the world and one we can’t live without. International World Water Day is held annually on 22 March to focus attention on the importance of freshwater and pushing for sustainable management of freshwater resources.
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