[image: image1.jpg]10 November - World Science Day:
for Peace & Development %! !%



Primary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.  

Resources:  
Large poster paper, A5 images Groups 1 & 2, coloured markers, poster paper, internet access.   

Web Resource Links:  

UNESCO World Science Day (current theme and poster): http://www.unesco.org/new/en/unesco/events/prizes-and-celebrations/celebrations/international-days/world-science-day-for-peace-and-development/
Additional resources provided:

Thinking sheet

Images Groups 1 & 2

World Science day posters  
Poster template questions
Lesson Plan

Aims: 

· To recognise UNESCO’s World Science Day

· To consider the importance of science

Outcomes: 

To investigate Scientists and their jobs

To work collaboratively to create a World Science Day poster

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Provide children with a ‘thinking sheet.’  Ask them to record questions about what they would like to know about science in each section. Give children a couple of examples to get them started.  E.g. How is a medicine made?  What qualifications do you need to be a scientist? What is an ecosystem?  Why do we need science?  Can they name any famous scientists?  

Share thinking storms and record common questions on a large poster with the title ‘Our Shared Questions.’

Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):

Introduce UNESCO World Science Day of Peace and Development (see accompanying fact sheet). Highlight to children that, since 2001 the day celebrates and supports the importance of science. Explain that UNESCO works to make people aware of science and its relevance to their every day lives. 

Provide groups of children with two sets of images (see additional resources – Group 1 and 2).  Ask children to look carefully at the pictures in Group 1, each time discussing what the subject images are.  Next ask them to look at the images in Group 2 and discuss what jobs the people are doing.  Explain to the children that their task is to match the pictures from Group 1 with the pictures from Group 2. They have 5 minutes to complete the task.  Display one example:  A picture of an animal paired with the picture of a Zoologist.    

Discuss findings and confirm choices.  Ask:  Who are these people?  Confirm that they are all scientists. Highlight to children that within science there are lots of different types of jobs people can do, from helping people to get better to learning about the universe. Ask: What type of scientists are they? (E.g. Marine biologist, meteorologist, zoologist, ecologist, chemist, geneticist etc). Record a list with children and confirm that there are many different scientists who contribute to science and society in different ways. Pick particular types of scientists and discuss in what ways they might contribute. (E.g. A zoologist helps to understand and look after animal species, a geneticist might find a cure for a disease, a marine biologist might find out about the importance of biodiversity in ecosystems and how they should be protected). 

Highlight to children that UNESCO helps promote different types of science and scientists. Show children the current World Science Day theme and current poster (see web resource links).  Discuss. Show children a selection of World Science Day posters (see additional resources). Discuss.   
Group Work: (suggested time 25 minutes): 

If possible provide groups with a device to enable internet research.

Explain to children that they are going to work in pairs or small groups to complete their own World Science Day posters based on different scientists and what they do in their jobs.  Ask groups to choose a scientist’s job and explain that they need to imagine that their scientist is coming to school to give a talk to celebrate World Science Day. Their task is to create a poster to advertise the talk that their scientist will give.  Display and explain the four questions that their poster needs to address.  Highlight to them that it needs to be factual, colourful and exciting.  It needs to persuade people to come to the talk!  

If time share some posters and collect the rest ready for display.

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Draw children’s attention back to the beginning ‘Our shared questions’ poster.  Ask: Have we found the answers to any of our questions?  What things have we learnt more about?  What things have we learnt that are new?  What else would we like to know?   
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