Template letter for writing to your MP – Yemen

[Add your address here]

[Add date here]


Dear [MP Name], 

I’m writing to express my ongoing concern about the UK’s wider role in the Yemen conflict and the humanitarian toll it is taking on the Yemeni people.

In 2015, Saudi Arabia led a military intervention in Yemen. Over four years later the fallout from the ongoing conflict is harrowing. Yemeni civilians continue to bear the brunt of what the UN calls the “world’s worst humanitarian crisis” with a staggering 24.1 million Yemenis in need of humanitarian assistance, 1.9 million more than last year. The subsequent economic collapse has placed enormous pressure on basic services and the humanitarian response, with 10 million Yemenis on the brink of famine and 17.8 million lacking adequate access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene.

UN reports show that the majority of civilian casualties sustained directly from the conflict are due to airstrikes being carried out by the Saudi-led coalition. Since the conflict began, the UK has licensed over £4.6 billion worth of arms to Saudi Arabia despite there being a clear risk that these will be used to commit serious violations of international humanitarian law.

The UK Court of Appeal’s landmark ruling on 20 June found that UK arms exports to Saudi Arabia for use in Yemen are unlawful.

Despite the ruling and despite the crippling effect the conflict is having on Yemen, the Government is still refusing to cancel all exports to the Saudi-led coalition.

As my MP, I am asking you to help end the suffering of the Yemeni people by urging the Government to:

· Immediately cancel all arms export licenses and transfer of weapons which might be used in Yemen
· End all military assistance it is giving to parties to Saudi Arabia and other coalition partners
· Launch a full public enquiry into the UK arms licensing system that allowed this to happen
· Handover its “penholder” responsibilities for drafting Security Council resolutions on Yemen to a member state with more credibility on this issue
· Press all parties to the conflict to implement a nation-wide ceasefire and commit fully to inclusive peace talks.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I would be grateful if could raise my concerns with the Foreign Secretary and other relevant ministers.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely, 

[Your name]
