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Secondary activity to celebrate International Day of Peace
Preparation: Read the factsheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:   Image of UN flag, books
, copies of UN and Security Council definitions, and computers, books and information sheets
, assorted paper and markers.  
Activity 

Aims: 
To identify the powers of the Security Council in peacekeeping

To highlight conflict areas around the world

To assess the difficulties and successes of peacekeeping
Outcomes: 
To understand that the UN Security Council tries to secure a ceasefire if conflict breaks out within or between nations

To understand the Security Council has stopped conflicts and negotiated peaceful settlements in many conflicts

To understand that peacekeeping missions involve UN troops and help countries to build and sustain democracy and social order
Key words: peace, peacekeeping, international, conflict, response, crises, resolution, states, mandate, mission, operation, cease-fire.   
Activity:

Starter: (suggested time 5 minutes): 

Provide students with strips of paper and markers.  Display the word peace and the sentence:  What peace means to me…  Ask students to finish the sentence highlighting that they might record more than one thing.  Give students 5 minutes to record and then ask volunteer students to share. (Strips of paper could be used for display).  
Main 1:  (suggested time 10 minutes)

Show image of UN flag.  Ask students:  Does anyone recognise this flag?  Can anyone suggest what it represents?  Why is it significant?  What does each part signify?  (Leaves, world map, shape, colour…)  Confirm with students the significance of the flag, its symbols and colour (see extra links).  Ask students:  What is the United Nations?  What is the United Nations role?  What does the United Nations do?  Record student contributions.
Display the definition of the United Nations. Reiterate that the UN was set up in 1945 as the world emerged from the Second World War to promote peace and prevent war.

Highlight to students that the primary aims of the UN are:  

Aim 1 Secure International Peace. 

Aim 2 Eliminate Poverty. 

Aim 3 Promote Human Rights.
Display the definition of the Security Council and highlight to students that it has the primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and security.
Confirm with students that one of the most important functions of the United Nations as a whole is working to maintain international peace. Confirm that aim 1 of the United Nations and the International Day of Peace is the focus of the lesson. 

Main 2: (suggested time 10 minutes):
Display the world map provided (see extra resources).  Ask:  Can they suggest regions and countries that they think are presently or recently in conflict?  Discuss and confirm places and highlight on the map.  Ask:  Why are there conflicts in these countries?  What has happened to cause the conflict?  Are the causes clear?  What, if anything, has happened to help stop/work towards solutions to the conflict?  How do we usually find out about conflict in other countries?

Remind students of the United Nations and the Security Council and highlight the Security Council’s primary responsibility to maintain international peace.  Explain to students that when a conflict arises the Security Council follows a series of steps to help secure peace and responds ‘on a case-by-case’ basis (See UN Matters pack, lesson 2: teachers notes and student handouts).

Group Work: (suggested time 30 minutes
): 
Working in groups, the students pick one of the conflicts identified in the previous section and look at the three aims of the UN to develop a set of recommendations for what the UN can do to promote peace and prevent conflict. Students research the conflict they have selected, looking at its causes and consequence and any UN involvement in the solution of the conflict through support for a peace process or a peacekeeping operation.

Thinking back to the starter activity of ‘what peace means to me’, students should take a broad look at what peace entails and what conditions are required to promote peace (so not just the absence of war). Students are encouraged to be innovative and think about new ways that the UN can work.
The students should present their recommendations as an “Action Plan for Peace in the 21st Century” that they have to present to the UN Security Council. Each group present their action plan. All students are asked to take notes during the presentations.
And Finally (suggested time 5 minutes):
Following the presentations, the students are asked to identify common themes from the different Action Plans presented and agree a set of recommendations that will form the class’ Action Plan for Peace

.  
Follow Up/Action:  
Make a personal commitment to what you will do for peace – it can be as small or as big as you like it to. Use social media to share your commitment with your friends.
Useful Links:  
http://www.unesco.org.uk/un_matters
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_glossary.pdf (UN matters glossary).
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_lessonPlan1-5.pdf (lesson plans)
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_studentWS1-3.pdf (student worksheets 2.2 for map)
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/maplib/flag.htm  (UN flag)
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/rolesc.shtml (role of Security Council)
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/newoperation.shtml (forming a peacekeeping operation)
Extra Resources

World Conflict Map from UN Matters pack.
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�What books?


�About what?


�Maybe include some leading questions on what they can look at.





