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Secondary activity to celebrate International Literacy day

Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:  Strips of paper and markers, copies of questions for reading stations, print outs of pieces of writing from UNESCO Alphabet of Hope.   
Activity 

Aims:
To understand the role of UNESCO in promoting Literacy for all
To recognise the importance of basic human rights 

To identify literacy as a basic human right

Outcomes: 
To produce notes on UNESCO alphabet writers work

To identify the importance of reading and writing
Activity:

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 
Ask students to imagine that they have lost their word memory.  They can now only remember how to read, write and say 6 words.  Ask students: Which words do they think are important to be able to use in everyday life?  Which words do they think are the most important? Which words are important to them personally?  Discuss. 

Provide students with strips of paper and markers.  Ask each student to choose six words and note them down.  Remind them to think carefully about the words they choose and explain that for 5 minutes they are going to communicate with a partner only using their chosen words. In partners ask students to try and communicate their words. Explain that they can use gesture and mime.  Ask students to try to work out the words of their partner and to note them down on their list.

Ask:  What are the ways in which they have communicated?  Were the ways in which they communicated effective/ineffective, why?   (This activity could be extended by changing partners and noting down more words).

Main: (suggested time) 10 minutes:
Display a definition of the United Nations followed by a definition of UNESCO (see UN matters glossary).  Confirm with students that UNESCO is the United Nations body promoting and supporting education worldwide.  ‘Since its foundation in1945, it has been at the forefront of global literacy efforts and is dedicated to keeping literacy high on national, regional and international government agendas.’ (see factsheet) 

Introduce students to UDHR and flag up Article.26 ‘Everyone has the right to education’ (see extra links for official and child-friendly versions).  Display facts about universal literacy (see factsheet and UNESCO link).  Introduce International Literacy Day and explain to students that UNESCO agreed to mark the day.  By celebrating the day the positive skill of literacy is highlighted and the importance of learning how to read and write is focused upon. 

Group Work: (suggested time 30 minutes): 
Set up reading stations with prompt question sheets and different print outs of writers from UNESCO’s Alphabet of Hope (use extracts as appropriate for pieces that are longer) accompanied by an image and short biography of each writer (see extra links).  Some stations could be made more comfortable with cushions etc or space made on the floor.  Provide students with paper/note pads for jotting notes on their reading.  Introduce the UNESCO Alphabet of Hope to students using the forward on pages six and seven (see extra links).  Explain to students that they will have 10 minutes at three different reading stations.  They need to read each piece and take notes on at least three of the questions displayed plus any extra notes they would like to take.  
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Ask each student to share two points from their notes.  Ask:  Did they enjoy the task and why?  Confirm with students the importance of being to access education and being able to read and write.   

Follow Up/Action:  

Find out about the Millennium development goals for education
Write an action plan of something they could do to help more people access education

Useful Links:  
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/education-building-blocks/literacy/ (UNESCO literacy)
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0015/001529/152985e.pdf (UNESCO alphabet of hope) (forward p6) (short biographies before each piece).
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_glossary.pdf (UN matters glossary).

http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_UDHR_off-L4.pdf (official version UDHR)

http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_UDHR_child-L4.pdf (child-friendly version UDHR)
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