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Secondary activity to celebrate International Day of Peacekeepers
Preparation: Read the factsheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:  Large copies of definitions of the United Nations and Security Council, UN Matters teacher pack (student worksheets 2.3, 2.4 and 2.5), highlighters and pencils and markers.    
Activity 

Aims:
To understand the role of the UN 

To understand the role of the Security Council

To highlight conflict areas around the world

To research peacekeeping operations around the world

Outcomes: 
To recognise the role of the UN in promoting international peace

To understand the role of UN peacekeeping mission

To develop an action plan for peace in Darfur
Key words:  peace, peacekeeping, international, conflict, resolution, states, mandate, mission, operation.   
Activity:

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 
Provide pairs of students with definitions of United Nations (A) and Security Council (B) (see extra links).  Ask students to read A or B individually, picking out and noting down three key points as they go.  Next students explain to their partner the key points of the definition A or B and then swap over.  Ask two pairs of volunteer students to share their key points and teacher to record as appropriate.  Ask students:  Is there anything else they know about the United Nations or Security Council that they can add?  Teacher to record as appropriate.     

Main: (suggested time 10 minutes):
Show students video ‘Peace is a full time job…’ (see extra links)

Highlight to students that UN peacekeeping is guided by three basic principles:  

Consent of parties, Impartiality, Non-use of force except in self-defence and defence of the mandate (see extra links).

Show images of peacekeepers in action around the world (see additional resources).  Ask students:  What do they notice?  What is happening in the pictures?  How is the UN recognisable?  How are the peacekeepers recognisable?  Highlight to students that the UN recognisable colour of blue is worn by the Peacekeepers to show that they are representing the UN.  Show students an image of the iconic blue helmets worn by the peacekeepers.  Can students suggest anything else that they have seen that makes the UN immediately recognisable? (E.g. white vehicles and tanks).  Can students suggest why it would be important for them to be recognisable?  (E.g. to prevent attack, safety and security of UN personnel).

Display map of peacekeeping operations around the world (see extra links) and click on examples reading explanation paragraphs (e.g. India and Pakistan and Lebanon – that have clear explanation paragraphs).  Focus on one peacekeeping operation and ask students to discuss with a partner.  What is the peacekeeping operation?  Where is it in the world?  What is the role of the peacekeepers?   Discuss as a class and draw out important points (E.g. Country of operation, date of mission, role of peacekeepers etc.) 

Group Work: (suggested time 30 minutes): 
Provide students with the case study of Darfur, Sudan on student worksheet 2.3 (see additional resources). Read through the case study and answer any questions raised. Explain to students that in groups they need to generate the best solution to the conflict in Darfur. Highlight that they will expected to present their solution to the ‘Security Council’ (the rest of the class) which will then select the best solution and enforce it. (see student worksheet 2.4 for the activity). Issues needing to be considered are outlined on the worksheets. 
The issues are: fighting between the pro-government and anti-government groups; the lack of action by the Sudanese Government and its links to the pro-government militias; the millions of people living in refugee camps in Sudan and Chad; the lack of food, clean water, shelter and medicine for the people living in refugee camps; and the fact that the Sudanese Government rejects UN help. Instruct students to complete the action plan table and select one member of their group to present their solution to the ‘Security Council.’

As each student representative presents their group’s solutions, the rest of the class need to use peer marking forms (student worksheet 2.5) to grade them. The ‘Security Council’ must provide feedback detailing which group’s solution is the best providing clear reasons why. To select the best solution encourage students to incorporate and discuss their ideas to generate a joint one.  Alternatively, students could vote on the best solution to the situation in Darfur.
Follow Up/Action:  

Continue research and work on peacekeeping operations and present to class 
Find five extra things out about the United Nations, Security Council and peacekeepers. 

Useful Links:  

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/ (peace keeping operations map)
http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/ (UN Photo gallery) 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/documents/bnote010101.pdf (present peacekeeping operations map January 2011 – this could be printed out for group work)

http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/peacekeeping_missions_past.html (special galleries - present peacekeeping missions & past peacekeeping missions – group work).
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/peacekeeping.shtml (peace is a full time job video & three guiding principles)

http://www.un.org/en/events/peacekeepersday/2010/factsheet.pdf (extra information on peacekeepers).
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_studentWS1-3.pdf (definitions of UN and Security Council
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