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Secondary School activity to celebrate World Refugee Day

Preparation:  Please read the accompanying factsheet and see www.unhcr.org.

Resources:   Copies of definitions of a refugee (see extra links), images of refugees printed or displayed on board, refugee fact cards, sitting space on the floor, a circle of chairs for all students and teacher.   

	Activity 

Aims:
To understand what a refugee is

To empathise with how a refugee might feel 
Outcome: 
To participate effectively in class discussion

Activity: 

Starter (suggested time 10 minutes).
Place students in groups, sit them in a space and provide copies of a definition of a refugee:
"A person who, owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country." Ask students to read the definition as a group underlining words that they are unsure of and highlighting words that they think are important.  After 5 minutes ask each group to share one underlined, and one highlighted word. Teacher to list words.  Go through any words that students underlined and confirm their meanings.  Refer to the listed highlighted words.  Ask: Have students chosen the same words?  Confirm important words (e.g. fear, persecuted, outside, protection).    Display the definition, re-read to students and confirm understanding. 

Main (suggested time 25 minutes).

Introduce World Refugee Day and display the year’s theme (see extra links).  Confirm with students that WRD is a day marked by the United Nations since 2001 to highlight the plight of refugees and to promote their need for protection.  In 2001 the UN with agreement from the Organisation of African Unity made WRD coincide with African Refugee Day.  

Show students some images (Extra links UNHCR photo galleries).  Explain to students that today’s lesson is to celebrate WRD.  Ask students to sit in the circle.  Ask students who have fact cards to read them out.  Explain to students that the next part of the lesson is going to be a discussion.  Confirm what makes an effective discussion (e.g. listening carefully, making relevant and thoughtful contributions, talking one at a time etc).  Use a ‘conch’ as used in circle time if necessary to ensure all students are encouraged to speak and only one person talks at a time.  

Discussion points: 


1.
What type of situations would make a person leave their country? (e.g. war, political affiliation, religion, natural disaster etc). 

2.
What might a person lose when they flee their country? Highlight that the losses are great. 


3.
How would students feel if they had to flee their country? How would they decide what to take and what to leave behind? With whom would they expect to leave?  Where would they go to seek safety and shelter?
 

4.
What should the government do to help support refugees?


5.
What can individuals do to help support refugees? 

The discussion could be recorded on a voice recorder or video for reference and future use.


And finally (Suggested time 5 minutes): 

Pass the conch to each person in the circle and ask students to imagine being a refugee.  Ask:  If there was one thing that they would require more than anything else what would it be?  Teacher to record student contributions as appropriate. 
Extension activity: 
Using the UN Refugee Agency website students could research a current refugee emergency and create a factual poster.

Using the World Refugee Day website provide students with several previous messages from the UN Secretary General and ask them to highlight key points made.  
Extra links:

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c125.html (refugee definition)
http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home (UN Refugee Agency)

http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/index.shtml (World Refugee Day)

http://www.unhcr.org/pages/49c3646c25d.html (UNHCR photo galleries)

Extra Resources:
Fact cards
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This activity is adapted from © UNHCR 
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