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Primary School activity to celebrate World Refugee Day 

Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 

Resources: Lego models, copies of ‘Spot the Refugee’ poster for children folded so that the writing is hidden (see extra links), assorted paper and markers.   

	Activity 

Aims:
To begin to understand what a refugee is

To begin to challenge stereotypes
Outcome: 
To produce an annotated poster investigating identity

Activity: 

Starter (suggested time 10 minutes):

Begin with a brief brainstorm. Ask:  What is a refugee?  Why might people become refugees? Teacher to record. 
Introduce World Refugee Day (see fact sheet).  Introduce children to the year’s theme and discuss.  E.g. the theme for 2011 is “Home.”  Ask:  Why is the word home important?  How would children feel if they were displaced/lost their home? (See extra links).

Main (suggested time 15 minutes):

Provide children with Lego people. Ask them to look at them carefully.  Ask:   Can they suggest any similarities the Lego people have? (E.g. yellow faces, square legs, round heads etc).  Ask: How have the Lego manufacturers indicated differences: gender, age, race etc? Teacher to record suggestions. 

Group work (suggested time 20 minutes): 

Place children in pairs and provide them with copies of the “Spot the Refugee” poster.  Ask them to think about the identities of the Lego people on the poster and discuss it with their partner.  Display the questions: How old are they? Which country do they come from? What gender are they?  What job might they do?  After a few minutes ask for volunteer suggestions.  Next explain to children to choose 6/8 Lego people and to note down suggestions for each one.  Give the children 15 minutes to complete the task.  (Posters could be backed onto larger pieces of paper and children could annotate around them drawing an arrow to each chosen person).
Extension:

Children could choose one or two Lego people and write an imaginary character profile for them.
Main 2 (suggested time 10 minutes):

Bring children back together as a class. Display a large version of the refugee poster.  Ask:  Can they, “Spot the Refugee?” Ask:  How did they do this?  Discuss. Introduce the word  ‘stereotyping’ and give a definition (a particular belief about what a type of person or thing is like.  Stereotypes can often be standardized and simplified conceptions based on prior assumptions).  Confirm with children that stereotyping might have led them to make particular conclusions.  Ask children to look at the poster again this time thinking more carefully about their choice.  Ask:  Has their suggestion changed?  Why?    
And finally (suggested time 5 minutes):

Revisit the beginning brainstorm about what a refugee is. Display a correct definition of a refugee:

“Refugees are people who have left their homeland because they fear that they will lose their lives or their freedom if they stay”

Homework: 

Children could create an illustrated poster for a refugee detailing the reasons why they became a refugee, what they have lost, where they are now and where they might be in the future. to show what they have learnt about refugees
. 





Extra links:

http://www.unhcr.org/4a5484999.html (‘Spot the Refugee’ poster)

http://www.un.org/en/events/refugeeday/ (theme for WRD)

This activity is adapted from © UNHCR
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