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Primary activity to celebrate World Environment Day
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:   Flipchart, mini white boards and pens, ecosystem fact files and images, large paper and assorted markers  
Activity 

Aims:
To understand what world environment day is and why it is celebrated

To recognise the importance of looking after the environment
To understand what an ecosystem is 

To recognise the importance of biodiversity
Outcomes: 
To produce an action plan suggesting ways in which to protect an ecosystem

Key Vocabulary: the earth, the planet, environment, ecosystem, protection, survival, interconnected, biodiversity.  

Activity:

Starter: (suggested time 15 minutes): 

Lead the children on a school grounds walk.  Draw children’s attention to their surroundings asking them to pay particular attention to the sounds they hear.   

Lead the children to a quiet area of the school grounds (nature area, corner of the playground/field, flower garden etc) and sit them ensuring that they can see the flipchart.  Explain to children that the next activity is called ‘Sound mapping.’  Complete a class brainstorm of the sounds they have just heard.  Highlight that to draw a sound map symbols are used. 

Choose three or four things that were heard and demonstrate drawing a visual symbol for them (e.g. birds singing: represented by a drawing of birds, the word bird or some musical notes, a passing car: represented by a drawing of a car, the word car or the words ‘brrrm brrrm’ (see extra resources for example sound map).  Highlight to children that on their sound map they can choose the symbols for the sounds they hear.  Choose one of the symbols and demonstrate how if heard several times the symbol is drawn accordingly.  Next demonstrate to children that on the sound map a symbol of the person listening to the sounds is drawn (a word saying ‘me’, a small circle, a figure etc).  Finally explain to children that they need to show which direction the sound is coming from.  Is it coming from North, South, East or West etc?  Demonstrate to children how to show this (e.g. if the figure is in the centre of the page and they hear a sound behind them then the sound symbol is drawn in the South position).  

Ask children to close their eyes and to listen carefully.  Ask children to open their eyes and to suggest sounds heard.  On a blank page demonstrate drawing a sound map, showing where to place the person and how to show what sounds are heard, their frequency and where they were heard. 

Provide children with a mini white board and pen. Ask children to find a space on their own. Explain to children that they are now going to draw their own sound map.  Ask children to close their eyes and to listen carefully.  Give children a few minutes to listen carefully and to draw their maps.  Share, discuss as appropriate and repeat.
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):
Show WED video clip (see extra links).  Display the title:  World Environment Day and introduce the day: ‘WED celebration began in 1972 and has grown to become one of the main vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the environment and encourages political attention and action.’ (http://www.unep.org/wed/about/)  Explain to children that WED has a different theme and different host country each year (see extra links) and introduce the theme for the year.   
Display the word ENVIRONMENT.  Ask:  What is our environment? Discuss.  (E.g. the natural world, the built environment, our surroundings, school, local community, home, country and town etc).  Ask:  What is the world environment? Discuss. (E.g. shared environment, the planet, ecosystems, living support systems, earth, sea, living things, the world around us).  Confirm with children that the environment could be described as our earth, sea and everything that lives and interacts within it – it is all life in the natural world. Explain to children that today they are going to be investigating the natural environment.   
Show images of varying natural environments around the world. (E.g. mountains, lakes, prairie, heath land, forest, rivers, rocky shore etc)  (Google earth would be very effective to use here).
Show children different large scale biome and ecosystems (see extra links).  Display key vocabulary list.  Ask:  What is a biome?  What is an ecosystem?  Display definitions and confirm with children.
Show children one example of an ecosystem (e.g. the rainforest).  Confirm with children the importance of the particular ecosystem. (E.g. “It is believed that tropical rainforests are home to over half of the world’s species of plants and animals; they appear to be the most diverse expressions of life ever to have evolved. The enormous variation of life and its delicate interactions within rainforest ecosystems are only just beginning to be understood – scientists have so far been able to study a mere 1 percent of the species in rainforests.” http://www.rainforestsos.org/about-rainforests).  Ask:  What happens when an ecosystem such as the Rainforest is under threat?  Give example of the possible threats to different ecosystems (E.g. deforestation, habitat loss, farming, development, resources exploitation, pollution etc).  
Show children further examples of ecosystems: e.g. Coastal (marine biodiversity).  Ask:  Can they suggest possible reasons for ecosystems to be under threat?  Discuss and give examples of possible threats: e.g. development, pollution – oil spill, climate change, erosion etc.  Ask:  What can be done to protect them?  Discuss and give examples (e.g.  protection of coastal areas and stricter planning regulations, beach clean up, action to stop high carbon emissions etc). 
Group Work: (suggested time 15 minutes): 
Place children in small groups and provide each group with an ecosystem fact file (see extra resources).  Explain to children that they need to read and study their ecosystem and think about possible threats to it.  They need to list the possible threats and then try to and generate solutions for protecting it.  Using the prompt sheet (see extra resources) ask children to produce an action plan. 
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Introduce the ecosystems that the children have studied.  Display an image and fact file for each ecosystem in turn asking each group to share their action plan each time.  
Follow Up/Action: Activity 
Decide one class/school action to take to improve school/local environment.
Decide one class/school action to take to limit environmental impact at home/in school/in local community.
Useful Links:  

http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UKNC%20IYB%20Schools%20Pack.pdf
http://www.nature.com/scitable/knowledge/library/resource-partitioning-and-why-it-matters-17362658 (look at the Diversity of Life)
http://www.unep.org/wed/2010/english/videos/2010-4-22_WED_INTERNATIONAL.mov (WED celebration video

http://www.unep.org/vitalforest/graphics/PDF/0101-biomes.pdf (Biomes)
Extra Resources:

Example sound map

Ecosystem fact file

Action Plan prompt sheet
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