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Primary activity to celebrate International Day of Peace
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:  Strips of paper and markers, copies of the UN flag backed onto larger sheets of paper, individual whiteboards and pens, poem prompt sheets.
Activity 

Aims:
To understand what the UN is and why it was formed

To recognise the role of the United Nations in supporting international peace
To identify the importance of Peace
Outcomes: 
To produce an acrostic poem about peace

Key vocabulary:  peace, united, International, cease-fire  
Activity:

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Put children into small groups providing each group with a different symbol of peace. Display the questions:  Have you see this symbol before?  What does your symbol mean?  What words can you think of words to describe your symbol?  Ask children to discuss as a group and to be ready to share their ideas - teacher to record as appropriate.  

Provide groups with an image of the UN flag backed on a large piece of paper.  Give the children 5 minutes to note down what different parts of the flag might symbolise. Ask:  Is the colour significant?  What are the branches and what do they signify? Why is there a map?  Is the shape important?   Display a large image of the UN flag.  Ask volunteer children to share their ideas of what each part signifies.  Confirm with children the different parts of the flag (see extra links).   
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):
Introduce the United Nations using definition from UN Matters glossary (see extra links).  Show children video ‘Peace is a full time job’ (see extra links). 
Highlight to children the importance of international peace and the United Nations’ and Security Council’s role in maintaining and supporting this.  Highlight to children that the UN celebrate the International Day of Peace each year to help countries secure ceasefires and to remind the world of the importance of international peace.
Provide children with mini whiteboards and pens. Display the word PEACE with a separate letter on each line.  Explain to children that they are going to write a collaborative acrostic poem.  Ask children to note down quickly on their mini white boards three words that they can think of associated with the word.  Ask children to share their words with the person next to them and then circle one favourite word from each of their lists.  After saying ‘show me’ ask all children to turn around their boards.  Share and comment on children’s words noting down on strips of paper and attaching to board to make a word bank. Explain to children that some of their words can be used to help write the poem.  Demonstrate how to write an acrostic poem and start a joint class poem.  (E.g. People living harmoniously worldwide, Each and everyone talks and shares, A place with no harm or unrest, Coming together as one, Everything quiet and still -the world happy at will.)  
Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes): 
Explain to children that as a group they need to write a joint acrostic poem for peace.  Highlight to children that each line can be as long or short as they like and remind children of some of the devices used in poetry (e.g. rhythm and rhyme, repetition etc). Explain to children that each group has a different prompt sheet to follow (see extra resources).  Highlight to children the importance of following their prompt sheet and making sure that their poem communicates the importance of international peace.
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Ask each group to share their poems asking the rest of the class to give two positive comments.  Ask:  How has each group shown that international peace is important?
Follow Up/Action:  

At home/morning starter children could complete the sentence: What peace means to me…
Useful Links:  
http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_studentWS1-3.pdf (UN Matters pack - UN definition)
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/peacekeeping.shtml (peace is a full time job video & three guiding principles)

http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/maplib/flag.htm (UN flag)

Extra Resources:
Prompt question sheets for poems.

Acrostic - in this instance use the first letter of the word at the beginning of each sentence, the poem follows on the word’s theme/message.  
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