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Primary activity to celebrate International Day of Peacekeepers
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity. 
Resources:  Large pieces of paper and sets of markers in two colours for each group – one colour for starter activity and one colour for final activity, copies of definitions of UN and Security Council, rolls of light coloured display paper, scissors, paints, scrap card and string, strips of coloured sugar paper, black markers, blutac, blue helmet print outs for personal qualities.    
Activity 

Aims: 

To understand what the UN is and why it was formed
To recognise the role of the UN Security Council
To identify UN Peacekeepers and understand their role in supporting efforts towards building peace
Outcomes: 
To understand the work of UN peacekeepers
To produce a collaborative piece of art expressing the work of peacekeepers 

Activity:

Starter: Group work:  (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Display the word peace.  Ask children to discuss what the word means to them with the person next to them and be ready to share their suggestions.  Ask children:  What words can they suggest that are associated with the word peace?  Teacher to record on the board/flip chart. 

Display the word ‘peacekeepers’.  Ask: Can they suggest what the word peacekeepers might mean?  Record the start of a class brainstorm as an example (e.g. peace, maintaining, working together, quiet, conflict prevention etc).   

Provide each group of children with a large piece of paper with the word ‘peacekeepers’ in the centre and markers in one colour.  Give children time to discuss as a group and ask them to note down anything they know/associate with the word ‘peacekeepers.’  Ask each group to share two responses each.   

Explain to children that peacekeepers are troops serving in UN peacekeeping operations that are voluntarily contributed by countries that are members of the United Nations.  Explain to children that peacekeepers are made up of military, police and civilian personnel who are sent to an area with conflict to oversee a ceasefire, help end a conflict and prevent it from starting again (see factsheet).  
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):
Display images of UN peacekeepers working in different peacekeeping operations around the world (see extra links).  Ask children:  What do they see in the pictures? How can they tell that the people are there to help? What are the people wearing?  Confirm details of pictures with children (e.g. peacekeepers wearing their country’s uniform plus a blue helmet or beret to show that they are representing the UN).
Display definitions of the United Nations and the Security Council (see extra resources). Read through them as a class and highlight key words together.  (E.g. united, member states, international, organisation, conflict, resolve, peace, responsible, maintaining, protect, etc).   

Confirm with children that one of the most important functions of the United Nations is to promote international peace and prevent war and that the Security Council is the UN body responsible for setting up peacekeeping operations.
Ask: Can anyone suggest where in the world peace operations might be in place today? Display the map of peacekeeping operations and click on examples (see useful links and click on India and Pakistan and Lebanon – that have clear explanation paragraphs).  Display the definition of peacekeeping (see extra resources) and remind children that setting up the peacekeeping operations is one way the UN tries to resolve conflicts and build peace.
Display more images of peacekeepers from around the world. Ask children: Can the children tell what region of the world the images are from? What do the images tell us about the different roles that peacekeepers have? What do the images tell us about what is needed to establish and maintain peace? (security, shelter, jobs, schools etc.)   

Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes): 
Provide each group with rolls of light coloured paper.  Demonstrate drawing around a class member and cutting out a figure.  Explain to children that they need to draw around a member of their group and cut the figure out. Next they need to draw and colour the large cut out so that it resembles a peacekeeper.  Remind children that their peacekeeper will require a blue helmet or something in blue to denote their position as a peacekeeper.  Next explain to children that they need to write down on the strips of paper provided qualities that their peacekeeper might have (e.g. kindness, determination, strength, fluency in different languages etc).  After all groups have finished ask groups to present their peacekeeper and share their peacekeeper’s qualities.  Make a class list of qualities peacekeepers might have. 
And finally (5 minutes)

Return childrens’ starting brainstorms to them and ask them, using their second colour marker, to write down anything new they now know about peacekeepers.

Follow Up/Action:  

Research the design and history of the UN flag and design your own flag denoting international peace.

Design your own peacekeeping helmet and uniform.
Useful Links:  
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/ (peace keeping operations map)
http://www.unmultimedia.org/photo/ (UN Photo gallery) Go to UN around the world

http://www.un.org/en/events/peacekeepersday/2010/factsheet.pdf (extra information factsheet)
Extra resources:

http://www.unesco.org.uk/uploads/UNMat_glossary.pdf 

(For definitions:  glossary from UN matters pack)
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