[image: image1.png]4 April — Mine Awareness Day




 
Primary school activity

(Total time: 60 minutes)

Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity, look at cyberschoolbus website, prepare photos, become familiar with the PowerPoint, watch video.

Resources:  
Note paper, graph paper, pencils, coloured pencils, rulers, compasses. 

Web resource links:  

United Nations Mine Action Service video:  http://webtv.un.org/topics-issues/global-issues/disarmament/watch/eliminating-educating-saving.-unmas/2700742469001
United Nations Cyberschoolbus mine background: http://www.cyberschoolbus.un.org/sds/introduction/slideshow_print.html
Additional resources provded:

Landmine photo 

Photo of Suleiman Fatul Saim

Power point with introduction to International Day for Mine Awareness

Aims:

· To begin to understand that the UN together with many countries worldwide are working towards a mine-free world

· To begin to understand the danger of landmines, particularly from the perspective of children in affected countries

Outcomes: 
· To produce a pie chart or divided proportional bar to present data relating to victims of land mines 

· To reflect upon why different groups of people in different countries might be more vulnerable to land mines

Starter (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Ask children to sit quietly. Show children an image (see additional resource – landmine photo) and explain that you would like them to note down, without talking, three words associated with the picture.  

Give them prompts such as: 
· What do you see? What is happening in the picture? 
· Why might this be happening? Where do you think the picture was taken? 
· How does this image make you feel? 
Confirm with children that it is a picture of a landmine.  
Ask:  Have you seen a landmine before?  Where are they used and in what circumstances?    

Main activity (suggested time 20 minutes):

Introduce the day (see additional resource – PowerPoint presentation):
The International Day for Mine Awareness has been marked on 4 April every year since 2005. Creating a world free from deadly weapons, such as landmines, is an important objective for the United Nations. In 1997 the UN, together with governments, charities and community groups created the Mine Ban Treaty. The treaty bans the use of landmines that target human beings.
Over 160 countries have signed the Treaty and there has been a huge reduction in the use of landmines. As a result, landmine deaths and injuries have been reduced by four-fifths, down from 20,000 a year in 1997 to around 4,000 today.

 But there is still a long way to go. 4,000 deaths or injuries a year is 4,000 too many. Mines are still present in over 60 countries, threatening the lives of millions of people and preventing the land they contaminate from being used, for agriculture and housing, for example. 

The International Day serves to raise awareness of the ongoing threat posed by mines, call on those states that have not yet signed the Treaty to do so, and mobilise resources to help the countries affected. (For more information see factsheet)
Explain to children that today the lesson will focus on landmines. Discuss what landmines are and confirm that a landmine is a bomb that is laid on or buried just under the surface of the ground that explodes when it is touched. Once they have been placed, landmines explode automatically when they are touched. Some landmines can be triggered remotely, for example, by a person using a laptop in a far-away location. (See factsheet).  
Provide children with note-taking materials and in pairs ask them to discuss and write down all of the places they have ‘been out to play’ during the past week.  Ask: Where do they most like to play when outside of their home?  
Display the photo of Suleiman Fatul Saim (see additional resource – Suleiman photo). 
Explain in an appropriate way that he suffered burns to his body when his brother detonated an unexploded device that he found near their house.

Next ask children with their partners to consider: 
· How their life would be affected if there were landmines hidden close to where they lived or played?
· Where they might not be able to go and how they might feel if they could not go there? 
Show children the United Nations Mine Action Service video (see web resource links).  
Discuss and confirm understanding. 
Ask: What are explosive hazards? What are remnants of war? What is risk education? What does eliminate dangers mean?  
Provide children with a blank page. 
Ask them, in silence, to reflect and respond to the following questions: How do you feel seeing the different types of weapons? What do you think about children being affected?     

Group work: (suggested time 25 minutes): 

Recap the work of the UN Mine Action Service. Explain that when the UN is working with governments to help remove landmines and protect people, it is important that it has accurate data on how many people are victims of mines, where the landmines are located, and what type of landmines they are. 

Every year in countries throughout the world, people are killed and injured by landmines that they tread on or accidently dislodge.  Of these people:

32% are men

26% are women

25% are boys

9% are girls

8% are unknown

Record these figures on the board as reference. 

Explain to children that their task is to present this data in an effective way that displays the figures clearly.  In pairs they need to decide whether to use a pie chart or a divided proportional bar.  In both cases, they need to use a colour key. (Try to ensure that there is roughly an equal balance of children completing both graphs to enable comparison).  Give the children appropriate time to complete.  

Share a selection of graphs.  Ask:  
· Which type of graph presents the data most effectively?  
· Which graph makes the figures very clear and easier to compare? 

· If you worked for UNMAS and were presenting your demining plan to a national government, in which way would you present the data and why? 
Using their graphs as reference ask children to discuss in groups why they think so many more boys than girls are killed or injured by landmines. Ask them to think about different roles of boys and girls in different cultures and countries. Share thoughts together. 

Confirm that boys often have to help herding cattle, collect firewood and take on other responsibilities that can take them away from the immediate surroundings of their homes and into areas that can still be affected by mines years after conflicts have ended. Boys are also more likely to be drawn into armed conflicts and forced to become child soldiers. As a result they find themselves in front line positions where mines have been placed.

Remind children of the work of the UN Mine Action Service as shown in the video. Highlight one of the areas mentioned: risk education. 
Ask children to imagine that they are planning a risk education programme for boys in a rural area of a country with a big landmine problem. Keeping in mind the previous discussion, what would the boys need to know about landmines? 
In small groups ask children to discuss the education needs of the boys.  After a few minutes ask each group to share thoughts and ideas with the rest of the class.

And finally (suggested time 5 minutes):
Remind children about the UN’s vision of a world free of landmines. Ask them to quietly reflect on what this would be like and how it could be achieved.
[image: image2.png]



United Nations Association – UK: International Days                                                          www.una.org.uk/teach


