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Rt Hon. William Hague MP 
Secretary of State 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office 
King Charles Street 
London SW1A 2AH 
 
22 November 2012 
 
 
Dear Secretary of State, 

I am writing as Chairman of the United Nations Association – UK (UNA-UK) to convey our deep 
concern at the failure of the Oslo accords to deliver peace for the peoples of Israel and 
Palestine, and to urge the UK government to support the Palestinian Authority’s bid for 
‘observer state’ status at the UN General Assembly next week. 
 
The recent outbreak of violence, which claimed the lives of six Israelis and over 150 
Palestinians, is yet another indication that the status quo is not only unacceptable in human 
rights and humanitarian terms, but also deeply dangerous to the peace and security of the 
wider region. 
 
Whilst US President Obama is correct in his view that “peace will not come through statements 
and resolutions at the UN” but through agreements forged between the Israeli and Palestinian 
peoples, upgraded UN status should not be seen as a barrier or alternative to negotiations. 
Instead, it should be seen as a chance for the international community to demonstrate that it 
believes the current situation to be intolerable, that it recognises that the basis for a 
negotiated settlement has not been found, and that it will start a new process to find a just 
and durable agreement.  
 
It is also an opportunity for Palestinians to move towards becoming a more equal negotiating 
partner. One of Israel’s demands in the recent ceasefire agreement included, by implication, 
a recognition of Hamas as having authority in Gaza – if the actions of Hamas and the 
Palestinian Authority are to be measured as the actions of governments, upgraded status puts 
additional pressure on them to comply with international law. 
 
UNA-UK sincerely hopes that the UK will vote in favour of the Palestinian Authority’s bid next 
week, and that regardless of its own position, the government will use its influence to urge the 
US not to impose financial penalties on Palestine or on the UN should the outcome of the vote 
be positive. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
   
Sir Jeremy Greenstock 
Chairman, UNA-UK 
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