Secondary lesson to celebrate International Women’s Day

Preparation:  Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.

Resources:  World atlases, Table 1 and 2, prompt slide, world map
Web resource links:  

Inter-Parliamentary Union: Women in Parliament 2013: http://www.ipu.org/pdf/publications/WIP2013-e.pdf
Timeline of Women's Suffrage Worldwide: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-qTa1yPfzg
UN Women’s Watch International Women’s Day - themes: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd/
UN Women - The Autocomplete Truth video

http://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/videos?videoid=IkNlGuW-0g8
UN Women: Women in Parliament – facts and figures (extra information): http://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/leadership-and-political-participation/facts-and-figures
Additional Resources

Outline of world map

Prompt slides for group activity: Questions for Women in Parliament.  

Table 1

Table 2

Lesson Plan

Aims  

To recognise the significance of International Women’s day
To gain deeper understanding of the importance of equal opportunities 

To begin to understand quota in parliamentary representation
Outcomes 

To recognise the importance of acknowledging women’s contributions to society/the world
To identify female representation in world parliament

To mark on a map female representation in parliament and draw proportional bars to interpret data  

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Explain that today’s lesson will look at gender equality and the role of women. Ask: in the 21st century, are women and men, boys and girls equal? Show students the short video from UN Women, the UN agency dedicated to promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment (see web resource links). 
Discuss: What milestones for women’s rights where highlighted in the video? What challenges remain? Are you surprised about the findings of the google search? Do the students feel that there is gender equality at school? What about at home and among friends?
.   

Main: (suggested time 15 minutes)
Introduce International Women’s Day on 8th March as an ‘occasion to mark the struggle for gender equality that has gone on for many generations’ which is commemorated at the United Nations and is a national holiday in many countries. It has been observed as an important international day since 1975.  

Display the current International Women’s Day theme. Also display a selection of themes from previous years. (See web resource links). 

In groups ask students to discuss the current theme. Share thoughts and ideas, recording as appropriate. Ask: Do women have the same opportunities as men? Do women have better opportunities now than in the past? Why is it important to think internationally about women? 

Explain that at the right to vote (suffrage) was a key issue for women’s movements at the start of 20th Century. Groups such as the Suffragettes in the UK sometimes took radical, even violent, action to achieve their aim. These campaigns together with the role that women played during World War 1 (1914-1918), created a breakthrough for women’s right to vote.

Show students the Timeline of Women’s Suffrage Worldwide video (see web resource links).

What was the first country where women got the right to vote?

Are there still countries today where women do not have the right to vote?

Highlight that while women now have the right to vote in all countries, except for Saudi Arabia (where they will be allowed to vote in municipal elections in 2015), women are not equally represented in political processes and leadership positions across the world. According to UN Women only 21.8 per cent of national parliamentarians were female as of 1 July 2014.

Group Work: (suggested time 25 minutes)

Explain to students that they will be working in groups, examining data on women in parliament from the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Distribute table 1. In groups, students read through and discuss table 1. What does the table tell us? Confirm that quotas can take mainly two main forms: reserved seats for women in parliament that only women can contest or requirement that a certain percentage of the candidates from the political parties participating in the election are women. The latter can be required by law (legislative quota) or up to each party (voluntary quota).  

In groups, ask students to identify the top 10 countries in the world with the highest percentage of female representation in parliament. Next ask them to identify the 10 countries with the lowest percentage of female representation. 

Distribute the world map showing the outline of all the countries in the world. Using an atlas, students need to locate the top 10 and bottom 10 countries they have identified. Next they are going to represent this data as through pie charts – one for each country.  In the outline of each country (or beside it if its area is too small) draw a pie chart illustrating the percentage of female representation to male representation in parliament.  Colour the charts with different colours for the sections representing women and men.
Share and discuss findings as a class.  Ask: Are they surprised by which countries are in the top 10 and bottom 10? Are there any similarities between the countries in the top 10 (e.g. policies about quotas for women in parliament etc?) Had they expected to see other countries in the two different categories? If so, why?

Distribute table 2. Ask students to identify:  Which region of the world has had the greatest improvement in the percentage of women in parliament from 1995 to 2013? Which region has had the least improvement? How much has the average percentage of women in parliament increased worldwide in the period from 1995 to 2013?

In groups and then as a class share and discuss findings.  
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Discuss: Are quotas necessary to ensure equal representation of women and men in parliament?






