Primary lesson to celebrate International Women’s day
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity, research and print images of women doing different types of job, become familiar with web resource links.
Resources:   printed photos of women in different jobs backed on poster paper, markers, diary extract, diary reference sheet,   ICT resources as appropriate for research, materials of choice for writing.
Web resource links:  
Further information on International Women’s day: http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/womensday/index.asp 
UN Women’s Watch International Women’s Day: http://www.un.org/womenwatch/feature/iwd/
United Nations homepage for International Women’s Day: http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/
Extracts from the diary of Anne Frank: http://alphahistory.com/holocaust/anne-frank-diary-1942-44/
Additional Resources:  
Reference sheet - Features of a Diary 

Lesson Plan
Aims: 
To begin to understand the significance of International Women’s day

To begin to be able to challenge stereotypes

To gain deeper understanding of the importance of equal opportunities 

Outcomes: 
To begin to understand the importance of acknowledging women’s contributions to society/the world

To produce a diary entry illustrating the contribution of a well-known woman from the past to society 
Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Place children in small groups. Distribute pictures of women working in a variety of different jobs and environments (one per group). Ask children to annotate the pictures using describing words to explain what the women are doing in each picture. Ask children to give their picture a job title.   
Share and feedback: Which jobs are the women doing in the pictures? Are there any pictures that the children did not recognise? Teacher to make a list of job titles and a list of words used to describe the pictures. Are there any words that we have used that have a particular meaning?  Elicit from children that some (e.g. postman/postwoman) have gender references (Male/Female).         

Main: (suggested time 10 minutes):

Display the title International Women’s Day. Introduce International Women’s day 8th March as an ‘‘occasion to mark the struggle for gender equality that has gone on for many generations’ which is commemorated at the United Nations and is a national holiday in many countries (e.g. China, Russia, Vietnam, Bulgaria). It has been observed as an important international day since 1975.  

Discuss: Why do children think that International Women’s day might be important?  (E.g. To recognise women’s contributions to society, to celebrate women’s economic, social and political achievements past, present and future).  Ask:  Can you think of any women that have made contributions in this way?  Confirm some examples and discuss. (e.g. Aung San Suu Kyi,  Michelle Obama, Emmeline Pankhurst; Rachel Carson, Margaret Thatcher, Indira Gandhi, Eva “Evita” Peron, Rosa Parks, Maya Angelou, Julia Child, Malala Yousafzai, Angelina Joli, Jessica Ennis-Hill, etc. Together generate a list of women who in the past have contributed economically, socially, culturally or politically to society both in the UK and around the world. Ask: What about women who are contributing today? 

Display the current International Women’s day theme (see web resource links). Explain to children that each year the United Nations chooses a theme that reflects global and local gender issues which will be the focus of the day.  

Discuss the theme. Explain to children that historically and in the present there are inequalities between men and women, one of which is jobs. Ask: What are inequalities? Discuss and confirm understanding.   
Group Work: (suggested time 30 minutes)

Read a brief extract from the personal diary written by Anne Frank (or other diarist of choice) during the time she was hiding from the Nazis in Amsterdam during the Second World War. Ask: What are diaries or journals? In what way are they written? What features do they have? (e.g. a personal account, written in the first person, in chronological order etc). Confirm with children the significance of a personal diary recording someone’s daily events but also including thoughts, reflections and insights into what happened and how they felt about it. They might also include personal beliefs and goals in life.  

Display the list of women generated together as a class from the previous activity. Explain to the children that their task is to choose one of the women and write a short personal diary as if they were them. Their diary should include: things they are doing/have done, insight into their thoughts and feelings and their hopes for what women in the future would be able to do as a result of their efforts. Provide children with ICT resources and explain to children that they will need to do some quick research on the woman they have chosen before they start.     

Provide children with writing materials and the feature resource sheet as necessary. Remind them that they should include time connectives and revise these as appropriate (see additional resources).
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes):

Ask volunteer children to read out their personal diary entry.  Ask:  What were the key messages?  What were their hopes? Did they achieve their goals and dreams? How did they do this?
