Secondary lesson to celebrate International Day for the Elimination for Violence Against Women 
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity, watch videos, study glossary. 

Resources: ICT resources for research, quick facts about child marriage, glossary and slides with quotes about child marriage.

Web Resource Links:  
Council on Foreign Relations Child Marriages homepage: http://www.cfr.org/peace-conflict-and-human-rights/child-marriage/p32096#!/?cid=otr_marketing_use-child_marriage_Infoguide#!%2F
Council on Foreign Relations – Child Marriage video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhxeeFzRfq8
Too Young to Wed Rajasthan video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhH_PffN9c0
UN International Day for the Elimination for Violence against Women homepage: https://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
Too Young to Wed homepage: http://tooyoungtowed.org/#/explore
Additional Resources:
Quick facts about child marriage 

Glossary for Council on Foreign Relations’ video

Quotes about child marriage

Aims: To recognise the United Nations Day for the Elimination for Violence against Women 
           To reflect upon the difficulties of child marriage
Outcomes: To reflect carefully upon issues surrounding child marriage
                    To research and gather information about child marriage

                     To produce a short, persuasive text arguing against child marriage

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Show the video:  Rajasthan.

Discuss. Ask: How did the young people feel? Did any of them want to get married? How old were they? What did they think about missing school? What did they say about saying no to getting married?  
Confirm that in many places in the world young girls and boys are forced into getting married but that girls are disproportionately affected. A marriage is regarded as a child marriage if it is a formal marriage or informal union where one or both spouses are below the age of adulthood. Some of the reasons that girls are sent to marry at a young age are that many parents believe that marriage will secure their daughters’ future and that girls can be seen as an economic burden to a poor family with limited means. Sometimes families can see girls as something that can be bought or sold and as a way of settling family debts or disputes. In some cultures it is tradition that girls are married young, often to men that are a lot older than them. Highlight that girls who live in poor or rural areas are more likely to marry when they are very young.

Discuss the statement: “I’m a kid. That’s why I refused to get married.” 

What is a child? What should childhood be like? When are you an adult? At what age should you get married? Confirm that by law in the UK the age is 18 years old. 

Main: (suggested time 15 minutes):
Introduce the day to students: The International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is a day that has been marked by the UN since 1999 to raise awareness of issues surrounding violence against women. On this day the UN wants governments, international organisations and non-governmental organisations to make people aware of these problems and support a specific issue each year.      

It is marked on the 25th of November every year. This date has been marked by women activists across the world as a day against violence since 1981. The date is chosen in memory of three Mirbal sisters who were political activists in the Dominican Republic. On the 25th of November in 1960 they were murdered by the ruling dictatorship because of their activism and fight for democracy. 

Explain to students that today the focus of the lesson is child marriage. It is a reality for both girls and boys but girls are disproportionately affected. Display: “Child brides are at risk of violence, abuse and exploitation.” (UNICEF, State of the World’s Children, 2009)  

Ask: Why do you think this might be? What kind of violence do you think young girls can experience?
Explain that often a girl who marries has to go and live with her husband’s family, leaving her with little contact with her birth family and friends. She often has to carry the burden of household responsibilities and if her husband or his family is violent and abusive, she will have limited opportunities to seek help and is often forced to endure it as local communities might not intervene in family matters.    
Show students video: Council of Foreign Relations – Child Marriage (see web resource links). Before showing the video explain to students that they need to take notes because afterwards they will be writing a short text related to the video. Provide students with a glossary (see additional resources).

After the video answer any questions the students may have.  

Individual Work: (suggested time 25 minutes): 
Display the quotes: 

"Poverty is the main reason for early marriage where the family is very poor and they have lots of children..."
“When kids are born they’ll be children, and I’m a child. How can a child take care of a child?”
“Child marriage is an abuse of human rights.”
“Issues like child marriage are simply not soft issues. They are issues that can affect the stability of a country…They are every bit as dangerous as wars over natural resources or wars that result from cultural differences.”

“Evidence shows us that education can delay and prevent child marriage.”

Provide students with computers, tablets etc and explain that they should pick one of the statements to write a short, persuasive text (approximately 300 words) arguing against child marriage. They need to research the topic of their statement (See additional resources for Quick Facts about Child Marriage and web resource links for further information from the Council for Foreign Relations and the Too Young to Wed project) and use the text to suggest at least one action that can be taken by either governments, civil society organisations, parents and/or children to end child marriage. 
And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Ask students to volunteer to share their texts. Share the texts online at http://tooyoungtowed.org/#/takeaction if appropriate.
