Primary lesson to mark International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity and watch the video Rajasthan.

Resources:  Photo print outs, one per table backed on large poster paper, coloured markers. 

Web Resource Links: 

Too Young to Wed Rajasthan video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhH_PffN9c0
UN International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women homepage: https://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
Too Young to Wed exhibition homepage: http://tooyoungtowed.org/#/explore
Additional Resources:
Photos 1-6

Photo inquiry questions
Lesson Plan

Please note that this lesson has been developed for Year 6 
Aims: To recognise the United Nations Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women 

           To explore the causes and possible prevention of child marriage
Outcomes: To work collaboratively to participate in a photo inquiry
                    To reflect carefully upon issues surrounding child marriage
Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

Show children video:  Rajasthan.

Discuss. Ask: What is marriage? What age do you have to be in our country to get married? Confirm that by law in the UK the age is 18 years old. Ask: How did the young people feel? What did they think about missing school? What did they say about saying no to getting married?  
Confirm that in many places in the world young girls and boys are forced into getting married but that girls are disproportionately affected. Explain: Some of the reasons that girls are sent to marry at a young age are that many parents believe that marriage will secure their daughters’ future and that girls can be seen as an economic burden to a poor family with limited means. Sometimes families can see girls as something that can be bought or sold and as a way of settling family debts or disputes. In some cultures it is tradition that girls are married young, often to men that are a lot older than them. Highlight that girls who live in poor or rural areas are more likely to marry when they are very young.
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):
Introduce the day to students: The International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is a day that has been marked by the UN since 1999 to tell people about the problems of violence against women. On this day the UN wants governments, international organisations and non-governmental organisations to make people aware of these problems and support a specific issue each year. Girls who get married young are at risk of violence and the UN supports campaigns to end child marriage. 

Display: “Child brides are at risk of violence, abuse and exploitation.” (UNICEF, State of the World’s Children, 2009). Explain in an appropriate way that often a girl who marries has to go and live with her husband’s family, leaving her with little contact with her birth family and friends. She often has to carry the burden of household responsibilities and if her husband or his family is violent and abusive, she will have limited opportunities to seek help and is often forced to endure it as local communities might not intervene in family matters.    

Show photo 1 (see additional resources). Ask children to quietly reflect and then ask: What do you see in the picture? What do you think the relationships between the people are? (See photograph information sheet for details).

Explain that an exhibition of images is travelling around the world to highlight the issue of child marriage. The photos are by U.S. photojournalist Stephanie Sinclair and the exhibition is supported by the United Nations. Explain that this is one of the ways that the UN is supporting campaigns to end child marriage (see web resource links for exhibition homepage).  
Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes): 
Place the children in groups and provide each group with a photo and markers (see additional resources for photos 1-6). Explain that they are going to participate in a photo inquiry. Explain that they need to think about the questions carefully and write their responses in their chosen format (bubbles for each question, annotations etc) around the photo.  

Display the slide with the questions (see additional resources): 

What is happening in the picture? 
What do you think happened before the picture was taken? 
What do you think happened after the picture was taken? 
What key words can you think of to describe the picture? 
Who do you think took the picture? 
Can you suggest how the people might be feeling in the picture? 
How does the picture make you feel?

And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Share group reflections on photographs. Do children have any further questions of their own? What can the class do to campaign against child marriage? 

