Primary lesson to celebrate Human Rights Day
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.
Resources:  Written/printed large versions of key words (distributed around class before lesson), ‘blutack’, poster paper, markers (30 markers in 6 groups of 5, same colour for each group), ¼ packs of sticky notes on tables, pictures of human rights symbols (see below).

Web Resource Links:  
‘Learn about human rights’ teaching resource: http://www.una.org.uk/teach-rights
‘‘The UN Matters’ teacher’s notes (page 14–15) – http://www.una.org.uk/teach-un
Additional Resources:

Child friendly version of the Declaration of Human Rights

Human rights glossary

Human rights – diamond activity
Lesson Plan
Aims:
To begin to understand the meaning of human rights
To become familiar with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
Outcomes:
To begin to recognise the value of personal rights

To reflect carefully on the value of the rights of others
To produce a collaborative piece of art that reflects needs and rights of children
Key words: human, universal, declaration, treaties, rights, responsibilities, needs, interdependent, equal, international, symbol, freedom, imprisonment, justice, value, respect, protection
Starter: (suggested time 15 minutes): 

Tack the key words onto the centre of large sugar paper and distribute around the room along with coloured markers and sticky notes. (Ask children not to use the sticky notes until the next task).

Place children in mixed ability groups and direct each group to a starting table. Explain to children that you would like them, when signalled by a clap, to write down as many words as possible that they know about/associate with the word in the middle. E.g. Universal: worldwide, widespread, well-known, collective, international, shared, universe…

Explain to children that each time they hear a clap they need to move to the next table, ready to start again on your signal. Direct children to keep the pen they started with. Repeat two-three times, giving children three-four minutes for each table. After the last clap ask each group to share their central word and three of the surrounding words. Record as appropriate
Main: (suggested time 20 minutes):
Introduce Human Rights Day: In 1948 the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to help protect people’s rights worldwide. Human Rights Day is celebrated each year on 10 December, the day on which the Declaration was adopted, and all over the world, this occasion is used to promote respect for human rights and human dignity as the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world.
Explain that the UN was founded in 1945, after World War 2, and that its founders were determined to create an international organisation that would help prevent future wars and protect people. One of the UN’s main aims is the protection of human rights and in 1948, countries from all over the world drafted and adopted the Universal Declaration as a common standard of rights, freedoms and responsibilities for people and governments everywhere.

Discuss: Can we give examples of human rights? E.g. right to life, to education, to shelter
Provide groups of children with sets of selected Human Rights (see additional resources).  Explain that you would like them to read each one together and then try and put them in order of importance making a diamond shape.  Place the most important at the top and the least important at the bottom.  Share as a class.  Ask:  Why do you think the Human Right placed at the top is the most important?  What about the one at the bottom?  Elicit from children that Human Rights are inter-related and reinforce each other.  

Invite children to discuss with a partner within their groups what human rights means to them. Ask children to share

Discuss: Do we have similar ideas about human rights? What are the common themes? Can we

agree on a definition for human rights?
Confirm the definition of human rights: Human rights are the rights and freedoms that we are all entitled to. Every person has every human right because we are all born equal and should be treated with equal dignity and respect. Our rights include: the right to life, to be free from torture and abuse, to go to school and to work, to shelter and to food, to practise a religion, and the right to think and say what we want as long as we don’t hurt anyone. (See fact sheet). 
Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes): 
Provide large pieces of paper and markers/paint and brushes/pastels. In small groups ask children to draw a tree with branches and roots clearly visible. Demonstrate as necessary. Ask: What do a tree’s roots give it? What are the functions of the trunk, the braches and the leaves? (E.g. nutrients, water, support). 

On the tree’s branches, ask children to record the rights that people need to develop to their fullest potential (food, shelter, education, health etc). On the tree’s roots ask children to record the conditions necessary for these rights to be fulfilled (fair government, employment, schools, teachers, financial support etc). Ask children to present their tree to the class giving reasons for the rights included.

Display the child friendly version of UDHR (see web resource links). Can students match the rights they have chosen to the relevant UDHR article?

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Discuss as a class which rights are the most important: 1) to you, 2) your school, 3) your local

community, and 4) the UK and the wider world.  Ask:  Are certain rights more important in different situations?

