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KEEP THE MEMORY ALIVE
Holocaust Memsrial Day, 2015




Lesson plan for Holocaust 
Memorial Day 2015

Primary School
Learning Objective
These activities are designed to encourage your pupils to think about memory and memories, why we need to remember and how and what we remember, to tie in with Holocaust Memorial Day.
These resources are intended for teachers to use with pupils aged 4-11. We hope that there will be something for everyone in the range provided. Due to the vast breadth of development in primary aged pupils from Early Years to Year 6, we have provided a number of activities, and will leave it to the teacher’s discretion to select an appropriate activity for their pupils.

As the Holocaust is not a focus until Year 6, we are focusing on the theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2015 – Keep the Memory Alive. The lesson plan concludes with a very slight mention of the Holocaust so that this lesson plan is appropriate for your young pupils.

Activity one: Memory game

This activity will test your pupils’ memory skills.

Lay out lots of different items that your pupils will be familiar with and that you can access easily.  This could include, for example:
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· Some pens or pencils

· A teddy bear

· Some sandwiches

· A telephone

Give your pupils some time to walk around the table, and let them know that they need to try to remember as many items as they can. Once they have had a good look, cover up the items with a cloth and ask them to write down as many as they can remember.

Ask the pupils to name the items they wrote down – it will be interesting to see which items were remembered by everyone and which by no-one. Discuss with the pupils why they remembered certain items and why other items were not remembered.

If you have the time, you could repeat this activity but this time work with your pupils to create a story involving all the items on the table. For example, teddy went on holiday and he had to pack 
his backpack. He was going on a long journey so packed sandwiches and an apple to eat on the way… this method is likely to help the children remember more items. So once you have all created your story, ask the pupils to write a new list and see how many they remember this time. If they do remember more items, ask them why they think they were able to remember more.

 and their families?

Activity two: Forgotten keys

This activity will help consider why it is important to remember.

Hold up a set of keys. Ask the pupils if they know what they are and what they are used for; prompt them if necessary. Hopefully they will say ‘car keys’, ‘house keys’, maybe even ‘school keys’, and they will know that they are used to open and unlock doors.

Ask your pupils what will happen if you forget your keys, ensuring that they explore all of the options, some of which are pictured below. For younger children, you could just choose one set of keys and follow this through. For an extra challenge, examine all three sets of keys.

   Car Key:



  House Key:


  School Key:







Aside from highlighting that forgetting your keys can be expensive, this exercise should demonstrate to your pupils why it is important to remember items.  You can do the same exercise with a forgotten purse or wallet as well or instead.

Activity three: Remembering

This activity will focus on things that we want to remember, both happy occasions and sad ones.  You may wish to just focus on the happy occasions if your students are younger.

Ask your students if they ever count down to an event and if so, what event? They may say a birthday, or a wedding, or a religious event such as Christmas: try to get as many different events as possible. Ask them to try to think about why they count down to the event – you could create a visual picture on a board or piece of flipchart paper recording their responses.


For an extra challenge

You could encourage your students to think about other ways of remembering significant events or dates – ask them how they remember. Do they have a calendar or a diary, for example? Do they set a reminder on their phone? Do they rely on other people to remind them? Do they tie a knot in their handkerchief? Does it matter which means we use to remember things?


Creative activity

Your students should each pick an important date and create a reminder for that date, such as a calendar or countdown. For an extra challenge, your students could create an advent-type calendar with the countdown information behind a window.

Try to encourage them to think about what the point of the countdown is. It is a way of remembering, so why are we remembering? Hopefully they will indicate positive sentiments – that they are looking forward to celebrating, to seeing family, to sharing good times etc. 

You could now introduce remembering sad things. Please only do this if you know your students well; this activity may be best suited to older students. The purpose is not to upset them, it is to think about why we are remembering and who we are remembering. Ask your class what sad things they remember. If they mention family members who they have lost, try to turn it around and ask what nice things they remember – and how we remember them – do they have photos in their house, for example.  

Keep the memory alive – plenary
The activities here have been exploring why it is important to remember things, objects, and dates.  You can share with your students the life story of David Berger, who wanted to be remembered and asked people to remember him.  The life story of Emanuel Ringelblum also demonstrates that people wanted to be remembered, and the archive that he helped create, containing documents and photographs shows the ways in which they tried to ensure their stories, and their lives would be remembered.  You can find both these life stories here: hmd.org.uk/davidberger and hmd.org.uk/onegshabbat
We are lucky to live in a community with people from all over the world – if this is particularly relevant to your community you could highlight that you share your community with people from different places. Each and every one of us is unique and we should celebrate the differences. However, in the past people who were different found themselves in trouble, people like David Berger and Emanuel Ringelblum. Other people would attack them and some of the people who were different were murdered. We do not want to forget these people, we want to keep their memory alive.

Each year, on Holocaust Memorial Day, we remember them. Your class can light a candle for them, and can hold a minute’s silence for them, to show that we remember them. 

WHAT NEXT

· Please encourage your students to keep the memory alive. This could be something done collectively, in the classroom, or could be done individually. There are resources on the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust website that can help with this, including an assembly specifically for primary school pupils, and activities about who we are remembering which focusses on David Berger: hmd.org.uk/education
· Now that you have completed an activity for Holocaust Memorial Day, please download our free certificate to show that you have kept the memory alive: hmd.org.uk/ktmacertificate
A rubber duck


A fork


A watch


A pair of shoes











Some money


A backpack


An apple


A book








No one will be able to get into the school





You won’t be able to get into your home





You won’t be able to drive your car





Everyone will have to wait outside (maybe in the cold/ rain)





You have to wait outside (maybe in the cold/ rain)





You have to take the bus home





You have to call an emergency locksmith to get new keys





A garage has to come and collect your car and replace the key





You will miss a lesson and have to catch up – maybe in the lunch break!





You have to pay the locksmith





You have to pay a locksmith for new keys





You have to pay the garage
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