Secondary lesson to mark Holocaust Remembrance Day
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity and the teacher notes for Ordinary Things (see web resource links), watch the Footprints for Hope video, down load Ordinary Things power point presentation (available in read only)

Resources:  
Ordinary Things power point
Web Resource Links:  
Foot Prints for Hope Project: http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/EM/educational_footprints.shtml
Footprints for Hope video: http://youtu.be/XWneASsotkc
Ordinary Things? Teacher notes http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/Footprints_English.pdf
Ordinary Things? Power point presentation – see Lesson Plans box on Foot Prints for Hope Project website as above (available in read only)

UN Holocaust Remembrance Day homepage: http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/2014/calendar2014.shtml
Lesson Plan
Aims: 
To recognise Holocaust Remembrance Day

To reflect carefully on the Holocaust 

To begin to ask significant and important questions about the Holocaust
Learning outcomes: 
To sensitively carry out a historical object inquiry 

To begin to be able to search for meaning in the past
Introduction:

Introduce the International Day: Holocaust Remembrance Day was designated as an international day in 2005. It is held on 27 January each year as this date is the anniversary of the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp in Poland in 1945. When designating the day, the UN urged its Member States to commemorate the day every year and to develop educational programmes to instil the memory of the tragedy in future generations to prevent genocide from occurring again. Explain to the students that the lesson is built around an everyday "ordinary" item that is a necessity to all people, to help them connect with the victims of the Holocaust and their stories.

The activity comprises four distinct stages:
1. What can be said about the original artefact and the owner of this shoe?

[PowerPoint slide numbers one to eight: see notes accompanying these slides for the full elaboration of this first stage of the activity]

It is important that students focus only on what they can reasonably deduce from the object itself. The teacher should not say anything about the Holocaust during this stage of the activity, and should steer the discussion away from any speculation about this history by students. The first stage is to remain with what can be picked up from the source, without reference to its historical context.

2. What is the historical context?

[PowerPoint slide number nine]

Having already developed their own ideas about the child who wore this shoe, having invested something of themselves through the effort of making deductions from the artefact, most students should be ready to engage with the historical narrative of what happened to this child. It is important to let the object speak for itself; to relate accurately and soberly, without embellishment or drama, the story of what most likely happened to the owner of this shoe, based upon information that we have from many other historical sources.

3. Reflection on the learning process

[PowerPoint slide number ten]

A schema outlining an approach to interrogating historical sources – ‘mining the evidence for meaning’.

4. What are the ‘deeper layers of meaning’?

[PowerPoint slide number eleven]

Students are invited to reflect upon the significance of this narrative, to consider what issues and themes are to be found in this history, to search for ‘deeper layers of meaning’ beyond the object and the given narrative account.

If students are allowed to arrive at their own conclusions, rather than have meaning imposed on them, then this may be a more ‘authentic’ encounter with the past. Students will have some ownership of these meanings, and internalise the conclusions that they draw from their own understanding of the historical narrative.

From this position of deeper reflection students should be better prepared to embark on the creative response in the UN Footprints for Hope Project. They may also raise questions that educators can respond to in further classroom lessons and activities.

This activity was created by Paul Salmons, Holocaust Development Programme, Institute of Education, University of London (www.hedpuk.org). It was produced for The Footprints for Hope Project of The Holocaust and the United Nations Outreach Programme.
