
Primary lesson to celebrate Universal Children’s Day 
Preparation: Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity in preparation for the lesson, and read the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Resources: Large paper (part of display roll or large sugar paper), poster paper and markers

Web Resource Links:  
UN Matters: http://www.una.org.uk/content/united-nations-matters-teaching-pack
UNICEF http://www.unicef.org/why/why_rights.html
UNICEF UK: www.unicef.org.uk
Mind map - go to ‘advice and information’: www.mind-mapping.co.uk/mind-maps-ideas.htm
Convention of the Rights of the Child: www.unicef.org/crc/
Child Friendly version of the Convention of the Rights of the Child: 

http://www.una.org.uk/sites/default/files/Student%20version%20of%20the%20UN%20Convention%20on%20the%20Rights%20of%20the%20Child.pdf
UNICEF UK video: We have all got rights
http://www.unicef.org.uk/Latest/Video-and-audio/we-have-all-got-rights-school-song/
UNICEF UK video: Pupils speak out about UK child poverty http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aBVYA-3ASt0
Lesson Plan
Aims: 
To begin to understand what it means to be a child.

To begin to understand that the lives of children around the world differ, that they have different opportunities and face different challenges.

Outcomes: 
To create a collaborative poster communicating the rights of the child.

To recognise the significance of Universal Children’s Day.

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes): 

On a large piece of paper and using one colour start creating a mind map that can be used later in the session as appropriate (this can be used in the classroom for display). Write ‘The Rights of the Child’ in the centre and create branches during discussion.  Along each branch put the main idea (e.g. play) and at the end of the branch put the associated words and ideas (together, fun, freedom etc). Use main ideas such as play, education, be healthy, respect, to be cared for etc.

Open discussion:

- What is it like to be a child?

- What do children do?

- What do you enjoy about being a child?

Use key words: play, have fun, make friends, learn, go to school etc.
- What is it like to be an adult?

- What do adults do?

- What do adults enjoy doing?

Use key words: work, have fun, socialise, learn, look after family, exercise etc.
How similar/different are the words used for children/adults? Do they apply to all children/adults in the world? Elicit from children that not all people have the same opportunities. Not all children have the same start in life. Not all children have the their rights met. 
Main: (suggested time 25 minutes):
Introduce Universal Children’s Day. Celebrated each year on 20 November, Universal Children’s Day is observed throughout the world to promote the welfare of children. Understanding the needs of children, as well as ensuring that their basic rights are respected, is fundamental not only to safeguarding the well-being of children but also to creating a more secure, just and sustainable world. The day is observed on November 20th to recognise the General Assembly’s adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1959 and the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989.

Discuss: What are rights?
Using the child-friendly version of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, elicit from children that rights are the basic protections and freedoms that all children are entitled to. They correspond to our basic needs (food, shelter etc) and help us to fulfil our potential (rights to education, work etc). Everyone has the same rights but in practice not everybody’s rights are always protected.

Discuss examples of children’s rights in school - e.g. we have the right to playtime, the right to

contribute in class, the right to eat lunch and to learn. Using a different colour (to see the progression of the children’s thoughts and ideas) add key words to the mind map as appropriate. 
Show the children the UNICEF UK We have all got rights video (see web resource links).  During the video ask children to takes notes on the different rights that are shown.  Discuss and again using a different colour, add thoughts and ideas to mind map.  

Explain that the Convention on the Rights of the Child was created in 1989 when world leaders decided that children needed their own convention because people under 18 years old often need special care and protection. Explain that the Convention helps to protect the rights of children.
Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes):

Show children UNICEF UK video: Pupils speak out about UK child poverty.  Ask children to take notes on the issues that affect children in poverty in the UK.  Ask:  What are the things that the students mentioned that children need to have a decent standard of living?  Ask children to think about poverty in the local area.  Ask:  What does it mean to be poor in the UK today?  How does living in poverty affect children and young people?    

Provide children with copies of the child friendly version of the CRC (see web resource links).  Read Article 27 together. You have the right to food, clothing, a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met. You should not be disadvantaged so that you can't do many of the things other kids can do.  

Explain to children that they need to look more closely at Article 27 and produce a piece of creative work to portray these basic needs.   
And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Share creative work. 

