
UNA-UK Nations’ responses to the Ministry of Justice consultation 

 

 

‘UNA England’ (made up of responses received from the UNA regions in England): 

meeting held on 11 September 2013 

 

Key recommendations to address 

• Ratification of all nine core UN human rights treaties. Ratifying all nine core 

conventions would demonstrate the UK’s commitment to human rights 

and send a strong message to other states on the importance of 

international obligations 

• Ratification of the ILO Domestic Workers Convention 

• Ratification of optional protocols on the right to petition as a recognition 

of this procedure as an important human right 

• Risks to the independence of the Equality & Human Rights Commission, 

particularly with regards to ensuring the Commission has the necessary 

independence and financial viability 

• Removal of reservations to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities 

 

Issues not included  

• Granting of arms export licenses to 25 of the 27 “countries of human rights 

concern” as identified by the FCO  

• The Committee Against Torture’s request for further information on a 

number of areas of concern raised during the treaty body’s periodic 

review of the UK 

• Potential weakening of human rights and UN teaching in the National 

Curriculum 

 

Items for follow-up 

• Reporting of UK response rates to UN human rights mechanisms  

• Plans to enshrine the a commitment to spend 0.7% of UK gross national 

income on overseas development assistance  

• Plans to develop a monitoring framework for UN human rights 

recommendations for the UK 

 

 

UNA Northern Ireland: meeting held on 4 September 2013 

 

Key recommendations to address 

• Ratification of all nine core UN human rights treaties  

• Ratification of the ILO Domestic Workers Convention 

• Ratification of optional protocols on the right to petition  

• Risks to the independence of the Equality & Human Rights Commission 

• Removal of reservations to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities 

 

Issues not included  

• UK position on the use of unmanned combat air vehicles (‘drones’), and 

details on the UK’s cooperation with the US drone programme 



• Granting of arms export licenses to 25 of the 27 “countries of human rights 

concern” as identified by the FCO  

• The Committee Against Torture’s request for further information on a 

number of areas of concern raised during the treaty body’s periodic 

review of the UK 

• Potential weakening of human rights and UN teaching in the National 

Curriculum 

• The need for full legal protection within the law from physical punishment 

for children and young people, and the need to promote positive 

parenting methods 

• The impact of recent reforms to education structures 

• The human rights implications of the health and social care act 

 

Items for follow-up 

• Reporting of UK response rates to UN human rights mechanisms  

• Plans to enshrine the a commitment to spend 0.7% of UK gross national 

income on overseas development assistance  

• Plans to develop a monitoring framework for UN human rights 

recommendations for the UK, which should be evidence based 

 

 

UNA Scotland: meeting held on 17 September 2013 

 

Key recommendations to address 

• Ratification of all nine core UN human rights treaties. In addition, all 

protocols and conventions which so far have been signed by the UK 

should be ratified. Reservations on UN human rights conventions and 

protocols should be removed from international human rights treaties, 

including the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR) and the Optional Protocols to the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child  

• Ratification of the ILO Domestic Workers Convention 

• Ratification of optional protocols on the right to petition  

• Risks to the independence of the Equality & Human Rights Commission. 

We stress the importance of the National Human Rights Institutions and are 

concerned that severe budget cuts to the EHRC may threaten its 

independence 

• Removal of reservations to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities 

• We strongly support the development of a National Action Plan on Human 

Rights. We commend the work of the Scottish Human Rights Commission in 

developing Scotland’s National Action Plan for Human Rights 

• We are very concerned about child poverty and the impact of austerity 

and of taxes such as the “bedroom tax” on children. In particular, the UK 

Parliament and the Scottish Parliament should incorporate international 

human rights standards, including the UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child and the ICESCR into law, both in reserved and in devolved areas of 

legislation 

 

 

 



Issues not included  

• UK position on the use of unmanned combat air vehicles (‘drones’), and 

details on the UK’s cooperation with the US drone programme (not 

including those unmanned air vehicles used for surveillance) 

• Granting of arms export licenses to 25 of the 27 “countries of human rights 

concern” as identified by the FCO. All arms companies should be made 

aware of the FCO’s countries of concerns as a matter of course 

• The Committee Against Torture’s request for further information on a 

number of areas of concern raised during the treaty body’s periodic 

review of the UK 

• Potential weakening of human rights and UN teaching in the National 

Curriculum. We urge that teaching about the UN and human rights should 

take place in all schools as part of the Scottish Curriculum for Excellence, 

and that all schools support and recognise the effectiveness of using 

Model United Nations as a teaching method 

• We are very concerned about the position of refugees and asylum 

seekers, whose human rights often seem to be completely denied to 

them. They are often not believed when they say that they have been 

tortured, and are unable to return home. They are frequently without 

money, without security, without work and live in housing and welfare 

circumstances which, in some cases, have led to suicides. Both the UK 

Government and the Scottish Government have responsibilities in this area 

and should address the plight of refugees and asylum seekers as a matter 

of urgency 

• We note with concern the Human Rights Council resolution on 

‘Combatting Defamation of Religion’ in 2010, which condemned 

defamation of religions in general (passed with 20 supporting, 17 opposing 

(including UK & US), and 8 abstaining. We do not support this resolution 

which in practice amounts to an international blasphemy law. We support 

the UK’s opposition to this resolution and encourage it to urge that the 

resolution should be overturned  

 

Items for follow-up 

• Reporting of UK response rates to UN human rights mechanisms  

• Plans to enshrine the a commitment to spend 0.7% of UK gross national 

income on overseas development assistance  

• Plans to develop a monitoring framework for UN human rights 

recommendations for the UK, which should also involve Scottish 

parliamentarians. The UK should also encourage other states to develop 

their own monitoring frameworks 

 

 

 


