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 Primary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.  
For further information visit http://www.una.org.uk/content/united-nations-matters-teaching-pack and www.un.org
Resources:  
Blow up globe, poster paper and markers, list of UN member states 

Web resource links:  

United Nations Charter: http://www.un.org/en/documents/charter/preamble.shtml
United Nations member states: http://www.un.org/en/members/
Additional resources provided:

A list of UN member states 

UN Charter; rules and aims

Aims:
· To begin to understand the role and work of the United Nations

· To reflect carefully on conflicts between people and countries 
· To identify ways in which countries can avoid conflicts

Outcomes: 

To rewrite the UN Charter as a class agreement/charter

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes):

Form a circle: using a blow up globe, throw the globe across the circle and ask the child who catches it to call out the name of a country. They can look at the names on the globe if they need to. Keep passing the globe about the circle so that everyone has had a turn.

Ask:  Do you know how many countries there are in the world? 193 countries are members of the UN. 

(A handful of countries are not UN members, mainly because they are not officially recognised as countries by other states. They include Taiwan and Kosovo. The Holy See is considered to be an independent country but has chosen to be an observer state at the UN.)
Explain that just like in school or at home, where children can have arguments and fall out, countries can also fall out with each other. In school, you might have school or classroom rules to avoid having disagreements.

Ask:  What do you think the 193 UN member states might do to prevent having disagreements and to stop falling out with each other?

Ask: What is a county? How is a country organised? 
Explain that countries are made up of people represented by a government and that governments can and do disagree and fall out. 

Ask: Why might this happen? Compile a possible list together (e.g. disagreements about land, use of resources like water or oil, money, letting people across borders etc.)

Ask: What can happen when countries do fall out?

Main: (suggested time 10 minutes):

Introduce United Nations Day: The day is celebrated on the 24th of October every year. Explain that the United Nations is an organisation that brings together almost all the countries in the world (193 countries) to promote peace, fight poverty and protect people. It works to prevent countries from going to war and to help people to live safe and healthy lives, with opportunities to learn and work.
The organisation was established after the Second World War to prevent a war of that scale from ever happening again. UN Day is celebrated on the day on which the UN Charter came into being. The UN Charter is the organisation’s constitution – a document setting out its aims and rules. All countries that join the UN must sign the Charter and agree to obey the rules it sets out.

Two very important rules are that:

· Countries must avoid using force or going to war or threatening to do either

· Countries must try to settle their differences by peaceful means
Group Work: (suggested time 30 minutes): 

Look at the aims and rules laid out in the UN Charter (provided).

Ask: how do they compare to the school/classroom rule/agreements in your school? 
Using the list of UN member states, give each child a country name and place them in six mixed groups, giving them one rule and one aim each (list of countries provided). 

Provide them with poster paper and markers.  Ask them to rewrite the UN Charter aim/rule they have been given as a rule for a class agreement/charter. Explain that they will have 10 minutes to work on this in their groups.
Explain that after they have finished, they will share the rules with the rest of the class. Afterwards, the class will combine the rules produced by each group into a whole class agreement/charter. 
Together, write the whole class agreement/charter. 

And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Discuss as a class: Do our school/classroom rules/agreement look similar to the UN rules/principles? What is important to consider when making agreements? (e.g. listening , being understanding, expressing your own ideas etc).  Is it good to draw up a charter? Why? Why not?

Ask:  Why might wars still happen even if countries have signed up to the charter?  Invite children to quietly reflect: What can be done when a conflict breaks out – between friends and then between countries? 
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