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Thank you for your ietter of 5 August to the Foreign Secretary about the First
Conference of States Parties (CSP1) to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). | am replying
as Minister responsible for Defence and International Security.

Unfortunately, the Foreign Secretary was unable to attend the Conference.
However, | provided a video message of support on behalf of the UK that was shown
during the High Level Segment of CSP1.

[ wish to stress that this should not be taken to indicate a lack of commitment to, or
support for, the ATT. This Conference is an historic moment for a Treaty that the UK
has championed from the outset. | acknowledge and appreciate the role of civil
society as tireless advocates for the Treaty. The UK believes, as you de, that the
ATT represents a truly international convergence of views and shows global
determination te do something practical to heip curtail the irresponsible spread of
weaponry that fuels conflict, terrorism and criminality and causes so much
destruction and human suffering

| wish to address in turn each of the five pomfs you raised in your letter.

Firstly, thie UK i comimitied 1o a decision making procsss thai enables robust Treaty
implementation. We note your views ofi civil society participation. The Treaty must
remain inclusive to build a strong international reputation so appropriate participation
and involvement of States yet to accede, civil society and industry is absolutely
crucial. Each has a vital role to play in impiementing and universalising the Treaty.

Regarding subsidiary bodies, the UK noted at the final preparatory committee in
Geneva in Jiily, that the precedent is for such bodies to remain closed with an option
to invite expertise where appropriate. On the other hand, plenary meetings should
be open unless the Conference decides otherwise for national security reasons.
Provision for closed sessions is vital for the ATT to be a truly flexiblé and responsive
instrument.

Secondly, the UK agrees that clear and transparent reporting will be crucial to the
success of the Treaty. It will be important to agree workable, user-friendly formats






