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15 July 2013 

 

 

Dear UN Peacekeepers , 

 

Although we are far from the conflict zones where you work, our thoughts and thanks 

are with you. From Cyprus to Timor-Leste, the work you have done since 1948 has 

benefited the entire world, creating a more peaceful, stable and secure environment for 

people everywhere. 

 

Your work as peacekeepers is complicated and diverse: facilitating a peaceful, fair 

referendum in Sudan, supporting legitimate government in Côte d'Ivoire and promoting 

law and order in Timor-Leste. 

 

Through hard-won experience, UN peacekeeping leads the way in securing peaceful 

conditions and assisting with nation-building in some of the most fragile states in the 

world today. You face daily challenges, such as convincing armed groups to lay down 

their weapons and rehabilitating the lives of thousands of children forced to become 

soldiers during war. You create the conditions to bring warring parties to the negotiating 

table resulting in ceasefires, peace accords and power-sharing agreements. You 

remove hundreds of thousands of mines from war zones all over the world, allowing 

communities to return home and rebuild their lives. 

 

We all have a stake in the vital work that you do. Individual governments, including the 

United Kingdom, simply cannot afford to, nor would be advised to, undertake the types 

of missions in which you are deployed. 

 

We urge our government to continue to support UN peacekeeping, both financially and 

in lending expertise and technical capabilities. The work of UN peacekeeping was 

recognised with a Nobel Peace Prize in 1988 and is honoured every year on 29 May, the 

International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers. 

 

On behalf of all of those who have benefited, directly or indirectly, from six decades of 

UN peacekeeping, we say: THANK YOU. 

 

Signed: 210 UNA-UK members and supporters 

 

Please see below for personalised messages. 
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As a former peacekeeper and SRSG I have personal experience of the dangers and 

frustrations of your work but the rewards are also incalculable if you succeed.  I wish you 

well.  

Dame Margaret Joan Anstee 

 

You're amazing - keep up the good work!  

Rosie Carpenter 

 

With all respect and greatest salute! Your efforts are respected and your mission is of the 

greatest. What you achieve has got an inestimable worth.  

Regards Salim Mantoufe 

 

Thanks for all you do to protect the poor and the vulnerable.  

Gilian Douglass 

 

Thank you for your dedication.  

Cynthia Leslie 

 

Keep up the great work  

Patricia Bartley 

 

Thank you for all the wonderful work you do around the world It is much appreciated the 

help you give to other countries in helping to keep the peace around the globe 

Carol Dibbens 

 

A pity we have to make the mess that you have to resolve by risking your life.  

Susan Mason 

 

Well done – brave & selfless in some very difficult & dangerous situations.  

Ruth Griffiths 

 

Doing a great job keep up the great work. 

All the best, Alan Doherty 

 

Particularly I would like to thank all female peacekeepers, civilians and police for doing 

their work which is so helpful in changing attitudes to women in many societies.  

Suzanne Long 

 

Thank you UN peacekeepers for making the world better every single day! 

Ruxandra Stanciu 

 

All faiths, religions: respect human rights! Thank you.  

Pamela D. Lowe 

 

I think you are amazing, you are the ones that really know what it takes to make peace. 

Thank you. My thoughts are with you and I wish you all a safe return. 

Sue Sterling 

 

Whilst thinking of this I think especially of the UNIFIL peacekeepers in Lebanon doing the 

most difficult of jobs.  

Nicholas Beall 

 

You can honestly say "Peace is our profession” 

Trevor Evans 



United Nations Association – UK is a charitable company limited by guarantee.   

Registered in England and Wales (company reg. no. 7824306, charity reg. no. 1146016).  

Registered address: 3 Whitehall Court, London, SW1A 2EL. 

 
 

Thank you for your courage and your kindness as you play your very important role in 

making this world a better place to live. May the Lord Bless you and may He make His 

face shine upon you and may His countenance be upon you always. 

Lizette George 

 

Thank you for doing this job.  

Deborah Mika 

 

I am proud to speak of your work whenever invited to promote the UN, UNA-UK or the 

principles of peacekeeping in general.  

Thelma de Leeuw 

 

Those whose work is the most valuable is the least valued. Thank you.  

Jack O'Dwyer-Henry 

 

You're doing an amazing job and risk your own life for so many people you don't even 

know! I think you deserve all our attention, from people that spend the evenings in their 

save, cosy homes. Kisses and Hugs!  

Petra Messinger 

 

The world feels a deep sense of gratitude to you and your unit, and the country which 

sent you, to make an important contribution to world peace, and to help those in need 

of peace and security.  

Neville Grant  

 

Thank you ever so much for all you do!   

Laura Newton 

 

Thank you for what you are doing keep up the good work  

Elizabeth Costello 

 

Thank you for your part in world peace.  

Christine Williams 

 

Thank you for all that you do in helping make the World a fairer safer place :)   

Dave Falcon 

 

My uncle served as a UN Peacekeeper as part of UNIFIL and I have immense respect 

and pride for him and all other UN peacekeepers throughout the world.  

Richard Davies 

 

My son thought about joining the army once (then changed his mind). What inspired 

him to consider the idea was the work of UN peacekeepers i.e. wearing that blue beret. 

Lester Bath 

 

Your work is not forgotten.  

Gerald Hainsworth 

 

I have twice been fortunate to meet UN peacekeepers, (Irish and Polish), and thank all 

UN peacekeepers for their dedication to their special duty, so often in difficult and 

dangerous circumstances. 

Brian  Morley 

 

You are all unsung heroes!  

Denise Watkins 
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Thank you for all the amazing work that you do. 

Rich Nelmes 

 

Peacekeeping tends only to be necessary where peacebuiding has yet to succeed. 

Peacekeeping, a vital step nonetheless and relieved you all are so engaged in the 

better security of many people.  

J. Crowe 

 

Thank you for the vital work you do. You make a real difference to the world. Bless you. 

Suzanne Maher 

 

You are at the cutting edge of the United Nations endeavours. You are making it 

happen, you are making it all happen and putting flesh on the bones of the UN. Thank 

you. 

Michael Cook 

 

We placed a white poppy wreath on Remembrance day in memory of those UN Peace 

Keepers who died serving people and peace. Thank you for what you do.  

Joyce Edmond-Smith 

 

You do a very hard job in difficult conditions & often without the full support you need. 

Thank you.  

Steve Smith 

 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart for you are doing something I would love to 

have done, but was not able.  

John Jackson 

 

My heartfelt thanks go to you for everything that you do.  Please keep strong and 

continue with your difficult work.  There are countless numbers of us depending on you. 

Joan How 

 

Thank you for wearing the blue beret & trying to make this world a more peaceful place. 

Kathy Doughty 

 

I think UN Peacekeepers do an incredible job under trying conditions. 

Ben Donaldson 

 

Great job mate, keep it up!!  

Firoz Ullah 

 

Well done, all you brave men and women where ever you are and where ever you’re 

from.  

Marilyn Bryson 

 

Attending the annual conference on International Day of UN Peacekeepers, helps keep 

us in touch with what is happening in the field, with speakers considering the possible 

solutions.  

Graeme Panting 

 

You're doing a great job - much appreciated.  

Phillip Jones 
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I admire you and respect you all so much. You are extremely brave, honourable and 

altruistic, and it is because of you that people like myself are lucky enough to have all 

our blessings and the freedom to enjoy them. You risk your lives and brave it whatever 

the weather, and you deserve vast rewards for that. Thank you very much for all you do. 

Llewelyn LaVista 

 

Words cannot express what a wonderful job you do in the world.    

Caroline Langdon 

 

Please continue in your brave, much needed and outstanding work. 

Revd David Clarke 

 

Thank you so much for all the kindness that you show to the many people you meet in 

distressed circumstances.  

Jane Greenlaw 

 

You have my heartfelt respect and have been the inspiration for me hopefully be doing 

this one day. Thank you, many blessings.  

Candace James 

 

With children being killed there won't be the next generation; without trees there will be 

bad air; without safety, there is only fear!  

Janice Smith 

 

Thank you to all of you serving in UN peacekeeping operations. Our thoughts are with 

you.   

Lawrence Kettle 

 

You represent the best of humanity. Putting yourself in harm’s way to protect others. 

Never forget that the world respects you for that.  

Natalie Saad 

 

The world would be worse off without your efforts.  

William Moody 

 

Thank you!!  

Jane Cooban 

 

A job to be proud of.  

Deborah Willingale 

 

Making the world a better place is every human's responsibility, but you have placed the 

burden upon yourself and sacrificed the time so humanity will have a future free from 

violence. Words alone cannot express my gratitude the way my unseen feelings will. 

Thank You  

Pam Jat 

 

Thanks to make the world a little better  

Ina Tapken 


