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Secondary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity.  

Resources:  
Quick facts cut out in strips and put into a small box, Table 1  

Web Resource Links:  

UN International Day of Persons with Disabilities homepage: http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/
Additional Resources:

Quick facts resource sheet

Group activity prompt slides

Table 1

Aims: 
· To recognise the United Nations International Day of Persons with Disabilities
· To begin to recognise the importance of inclusion
Outcomes: 
· To analyse data and identify health conditions associated with disability
· To present data using proportional bars 

Starter: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Explain to students the first activity:  Quick facts in a box... Ask them to pass the box around and when a volunteer student would like to read a fact, stop the box and take out a strip of paper and read it to everyone. Collect the facts gradually and tack them to poster paper ready for display.  

Ask:  What facts can we remember? Discuss.  

Main 1: (suggested time 10 minutes)
Display statement: “Over one billion people, or approximately 15 per cent of the world’s population, live with some form of disability.” (UN.org). Discuss.  

Introduce the day: Since 1992 the United Nations has marked the International Day of Persons with Disabilities each year to promote awareness of disability issues and to encourage support for the dignity, rights and well-being of persons with disabilities. Disability is defined differently in different countries, and in some countries it is not recognised at all.  In the UK, a disabled person is someone who has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 

Many persons with disabilities are discriminated against and excluded from society. The International Day aims to address this by highlighting the benefits to society as a whole of including persons with disabilities in every aspect of political, social, economic and cultural life (see fact sheet). Well known people in the UK with disabilities are for example Professor Stephen Hawking, former Home Secretary David Blunkett MP and Paralympian swimmer Ellie Simmonds. Ask:  Can students think of any more well known people with disabilities?

Group work:  (suggested time 30 minutes)
Highlight:  One of the key roles for the UN is to collate information and statistics about important global challenges such as disability. In 2010 the UN published the first World Report on Disability which provided a lot of useful statistics and information about disability. The report is a key resource for policy-makers, service providers, professionals, and advocates for people with disabilities and their families.

Explain that they will now analyse a table from the report.  Return to the definition of a disabled person that was outlined as part of the introduction to the International Day.  Extension questions:  Why do you think disability might be defined differently in different countries and in some countries not be recognised at all?  What affect do you think this might have on the lives of persons with disabilities?  

Provide pairs of students with table 1 and with the accompanying prompt sheet (see additional resources). Introduce table 1 on health conditions associated with disability. Recording individually, ask students to identify the top five health conditions for each age group (0-59 years and 60 years and over) in high income and low and middle income countries respectively. Next for the same top five conditions, ask students to calculate the percentage of the population in each age group in high income and low and middle income countries that is affected by the condition. 

Ask the students to pick one of the top five conditions and represent this data as located proportional bars – one for each age group in the two categories of country type (e.g. the percentage of the population affected by hearing loss in the group 0-59 years old and in the group of 60 years and over for both high income countries and for low and middle income countries). For each age group draw a bar of width of 10 mm and height proportional to the percentage of people affected by the health condition at a scale of 5 mm of height = 1%.  Shade in the bars when complete.

As a whole class discuss the top five conditions for each age group. Ask:  Are they surprised about what conditions are the most common? Are there similarities between high income and low and medium income countries? Are there differences? 

In small groups discuss:  

Looking only at high income countries:  

Are the top five conditions the same for the two age groups? 

Why do you think that is the case? 

Looking at low and middle income countries: 

Are the top five conditions the same for the two age groups? 

Why do you think that this is the case?

Come back together as a whole class, share findings and discuss.

And finally: (suggested time 10 minutes)

Quiet reflection: How would suffering from one of these conditions affect their lives? Would the situation be very different if they lived in a low and middle income country?[image: image2.png]
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