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Primary school activity
Preparation: 
Read the fact sheet that accompanies this activity

Resources:  

Computers, tablets and smartphones (use children’s own equipment if appropriate).

Web Resource Links:  

Francisco Chico Fabretto teacher video: https://www.fabretto.org/news-details.php?idNews=47
UN International Day Persons with Disabilities homepage: http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/
UN International Day Persons with Disabilities themes: http://www.un.org/en/events/disabilitiesday/past.shtml
UN Enable Twitter account

https://twitter.com/UN_Enable
UN Enable YouTube channel

http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwoDFQJEq_0ZdDr0LHiBDiHwff_MSoiGS
Aims: 
· To recognise the United Nations Day for Disabled Persons

· To identify the UN’s message of inclusion and accessibility for all  
Outcomes: 

· To reflect carefully upon the importance of inclusion  

· To create a twitter or video campaign to promote the UN Day for Disabled Persons
Starter: (suggested time 15 minutes):

Take children to the hall/playground. Ask children to get into pairs and stand in a space. Explain to children that you are going to play a trust game. Ask children to label themselves A and B and explain that As are going to be the person who closes their eyes and Bs are going to be the person who leads them around the space. Highlight to children that A has closed eyes and must not look where they are going. B is their guide and needs to carefully lead them around making sure they keep safe and calm at all times. Give the children a few minutes and then swap over.      

A and B share reflections after each exercise. How did it feel? Discuss: How did you feel doing the exercise? Did you trust your partner? Did they make you feel safe? How? What did it feel like not to be able to see where you were going? How might it feel not to be able to see? What about our other senses? How would it feel not to have them?  

Main: (suggested time 20 minutes)
Back in the classroom introduce the day: Since 1992 the United Nations has marked the International Day of Persons with Disabilities each year to promote awareness of disability issues and to encourage support for the dignity, rights and well-being of persons with disabilities. Explain that disability is defined differently in different countries, and in some countries it is not recognised at all.  In the UK, a disabled person is someone who has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on his or her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities 

Many persons with disabilities are discriminated against and excluded from society. The International Day aims to address this by highlighting the benefits to society as a whole of including persons with disabilities in every aspect of political, social, economic and cultural life (see fact sheet). Give examples of well known people in the UK with disabilities such as Professor Stephen Hawking, former Home Secretary David Blunkett MP and Paralympian swimmer Ellie Simmonds. 

Display current theme and message (see web resource links).

Display statement: “Over one billion people, or approximately 15 per cent of the world’s population, live with some form of disability.” (UN.org). Ask:  Is 15% of the world’s population a lot? What percentage of the UK’s population is disabled? (17% or 11 million people)  Is this more or less than the proportion of the world’s population?

Show children Francisco Chico video (see web resource links). Explain that Francisco Chico got the job through an organization called Fabretto, a non-profit organisation that helps children and youth in Nicaragua in Central America. Explain that despite the difficulties of location, poverty and disability Francisco studied at school and then became a teacher himself. Highlight to children that Chico’s story was shared on the United Nations World Teachers Day to celebrate teachers and education. It is also a story that highlights the UN message of inclusion and accessibility for all. Despite being disabled, Francisco works in the classroom without any special equipment or assistance. He is an excellent teacher who is passionate about his job, and is respected and valued by his community. 

Ask: Do you think he was a determined person? If, so why? Do you think he worked hard? Do you think you he was happy teaching the children? Did he think that his job was important in the community? What did he say he wanted to do after teaching?      
Group Work: (suggested time 20 minutes)
Provide computers, tablets and smartphones as necessary (use children’s own equipment if appropriate). In groups explain to children that their task is to produce a campaign to promote the International Day for Disabled Persons. They can either write a 180 character tweet or produce a 30 second video to promote the Day. Highlight to children that they should think about the message or slogan for their campaign. They should also consider choosing: a theme (see web resource links for past themes) or a focus on a personal story such as Francisco Chico, as well as including any facts and statistics, and if they want to encourage their audience to take any particular action as part of the campaign.

And finally: (suggested time 5 minutes)

Share tweets and videos in class and on twitter and YouTube if appropriate (see web resource links for UN Enable twitter account and YouTube channel).  
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