Strachan Quiz 2014

20 seconds per question

World Geography 
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Name the world’s largest hot desert
	The Sahara

	2
	Name the world’s largest desert
	Antarctica

	3
	Which city can be abbreviated to BsAs?
	Buenos Aires

	4
	The Dark Sky Society has nominated Northumbria National Park as the best for doing what?
	viewing the night sky

	5
	What is the name usually given to Amsterdam’s airport?
	Schiphol

	6
	Which country offered the UK government help, advice, pumps etc during its flood crisis in February?
	Netherlands

	7
	Name the three countries that make up the Benelux group?
	Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg

	8
	Cape Town is to Pretoria The Hague is to ??
	Amsterdam

Amsterdam/Pretoria – political capital.  The Hague/Cape Town - seat of government 

	9
	Name the countries that make up Scandinavia
	Denmark, Norway, Sweden

	10
	What are cirrus, stratus and nimbus?
	cloud types


The United Nations 

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	How many members of the UN are there?
	193

	2
	Which country was the last to join?
	South Sudan

	3
	What do the Holy See or Vatican City and Taiwan have in common?
	They are not members of the UN

	4
	ITU and ICAO use Phonetic alphabets which have been adopted worldwide.  What is ITU?
	International Telecommunications Union

	5
	and what is ICAO?
	International Civil Aviation Organization

	6
	What are the three ‘pillars’ the UN is said to be built on?
	Human rights, conflict resolution, sustainable development

	7
	When do the Millennium Development Goals expire?
	2015

	8
	The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child recently instructed the Vatican City to do what?
	Identify and remove those of its staff accused of child abuse.  

	9
	R2P is the  responsibility placed on states to do what for its population?  Clue – R = Responsibility.  States accepted this responsibility at the UN World Summit in 2005
	The State carries the primary responsibility for the protection of populations from genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing. 

2. The international community has a responsibility to assist States in fulfilling this responsibility. 

3. The international community should use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian and other peaceful means to protect populations from these crimes. If a State fails to protect its populations or is in fact the perpetrator of crimes, the international community must be prepared to take stronger measures, including the collective use of force through the UN Security Council.

 

	10
	In 2006 the General Assembly voted overwhelmingly to replace UN Commission on Human Rights with what body designed to oversee UN human rights work?
	UN Human Rights Council


World History
	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Which country was controlled by the Khmer Rouge from 1975 - 79
	Cambodia

	2
	The 18th century was an era of new ideas about politics, philosophy and science.  What was this period known as?
	The Enlightenment

	3
	James I and his son Charles I believed in the “Divine Right of Kings”.  Under this doctrine who was directly responsible for appointing the monarch?
	God

	4
	King Richard III of the House of York was killed in battle in 1485.  In 2013 his body was found in Leicester during the preparation of foundations for a new building.  Which battle was it in which he died?
	Battle of Bosworth

	5
	Elizabeth Tower is a clock tower in London which celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2008. It was actually renamed The Elizabeth Tower in the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee year 2013What is it more commonly still known as?
	Big Ben

	6
	Women obtained equal voting rights with men (ie. the right to vote at the age of 21) in which year?
	1928

	7
	A Bessemer Converter converted iron ore into what?
	Steel

	8
	Hugo Boss , the famous men’s deodorant company, designed uniforms for which political party in the 1920s and 30s?
	Hugo Boss designed the uniforms for the Nazis – in particular  the SS (Black) and the brown shirts for the Sturmabteilung – the Nazi militia also called the Brownshirts

	9
	Who were John McCarthy (1986-91), Terry Waite (1987-91) and Brian Keenan (1986-90)?
	Kidnapped in the Lebanon and held hostage by Islamic Jihad often in solitary confinement or blindfolded.

	10
	To whom do we associate the following phrases in psycho-analysis; Oedipus complex. Denial. Id. Ego. Super-ego. Libido. Death wish. Anal retentiveness. Defence mechanisms. Displacement. Phallic symbols. Projection. Transference
	Sigmund Freud – 75 years on from his death


Recent Conflicts 

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	The AT Treaty will enter in to force on 24 December 2014 .  It deals with tanks, warships, combat aircraft and small weapons. What does AT stand for?
	Arms Trade

	2
	Democratic Republic of Congo Peace Accord - name 5 countries that signed it.
	Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda, Zaire, Burundi, Uganda, Angola, Tanzania, South Africa, South Sudan, Zambia, Central African Republic

	3
	What is the “West Lothian Question”
	English Votes for English Laws.  A question raised repeatedly by Tam Dalyell in the 1970s and 80s, MP for West Lothian, during the Scottish and Welsh devolution debates

Had there been a vote by English MPs only on tuition fees in January 2004, the government would have lost because of a rebellion on their own benches. Students at English universities are required to pay top-up fees, but students from Scotland attending Scottish universities are not. The legislation imposing top-up fees on students in England passed by a small majority of 316 to 311. At the time, the shadow education secretary Tim Yeo argued that this low majority made the passing of the law "completely wrong" due to Scottish MPs voting to introduce tuition fees that Scottish students attending university in Scotland would not have to pay.

	4
	As far as the Human Rights Council is concerned what do the following have in common – Cambodia, Palestinian Territories occupied since 1967, Syria, Iran , Myanmar, North Korea
	UNHRC have Special Rapporteurs for these areas each with special mandates to monitor human rights on behalf of the world community. They also have independent experts in Ivory Coast, Sudan, Somalia and Haiti

	5
	In which country is the city of Homs?
	Syria

	6
	Tymoshenko was released from prison in February in which country?  She had previously been Prime Minister of that country
	Ukraine

	7
	South Africa referred to it as “seperate development”. What was it more commonly known as in the rest of the world?
	Apartheid

	8
	In England, what is Clare’s Law?
	A law which enables people to check on their partners to see if they have any record of domestic abuse and sex offending

	9
	Boko Haram – how did they hit the headlines in May this year?
	They kidnapped girls in Nigeria

	10
	What is the Saltire?
	The Scottish Flag


Culture 

	
	Question 
	Answer

	1
	What is a fab lab?
	Fabrication Laboratory – claim to be able to produce anything.  3D printing, digital design, laser cutters etc

	2
	Spell UNA using the phonetic alphabet
	Uniform, November , Alpha

	3
	What is ‘z’ in the NATO International Radiotelephony Spelling Alphabet?
	Zulu

	4
	and ‘I’?
	India

	5
	What is the internet country code for Tuvalu?
	TV

	6
	Swansea Bay, Leicester, Dundee and Hull were nominated as UK’s next City of Culture in 2017.  Which City got the nomination?
	Hull

	7
	Jet is a semi-precious stone mined in Yorkshire amongst other places.  What colour is it?
	black

	8
	In the world of drugs what do Uruguay and the US states of Washington and Colorado have in common?
	The sale of cannabis is legal – in Colorado since December 2013 and in Washington from sometime in 2014.

	9
	What is zorbing?
	rolling down a hill in a ball

	10
	What is the olfactory organ more commonly known as?
	The nose


World Leaders 

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	Which country has had Menem, Peron, Kirchner and de la Rua as President?
	Argentina

	2
	In 1993 Nelson Mandela and P.W de Klerk were jointly awarded a prize.  What was the prize?
	Nobel Peace Prize for their work for the peaceful termination of the apartheid regime, and for laying the foundations for a new democratic South Africa"

	3
	Narendra Modi is the leader of the BJP and 15th Prime Minister of which country?
	India ( BJP = Bharatiya Janata Party)

	4
	Barack Obama and David Cameron decided to close Camps Leatherneck and Bastion respectively last month.  In which country were the camps?
	Afghanistan

	5
	NATO leaders held a summit in a British city earlier this year.  Which city was it?
	Cardiff

	6
	The EU has a President of the European Council , a President of the European Commission and a President of the European Parliament.  Which one is regarded as President of the European Union even though this title does not exist.
	President of the European Council

	7
	Who is currently President of the European Union?
	Herman Van Rompuy

	8
	What is the name of the chief executive of Apple, the largest company in the world , who recently publicly declared himself as gay?
	Tim Cook

	9
	“Gucci Grace” or “dis-Grace” recently announced her intention to run for the Presidency of an African  country and to replace her husband when he stands down from this office which he has held since 1987.  Who is her husband and what is the country?
	Robert Mugabe, Zimbabwe

	10
	President, Bianca Compaore, was recently replaced by a military government after 27 years in office.  This happened inb Ouagadougou.  In which country is this?
	Burkina Faso – country of honest men.


World Organizations

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	What do the following have in common – roller sports, Wushu, wakeboarding, squash, sport climbing, karate and baseball/softball?
	They are all applying to be an Olympic sport in 2020.

	2
	Which sports have been accepted in to the 2016 Rio Olympics?
	Golf and Rugby Sevens

	3
	And which sport has been dropped based on ticket sales, TV viewings, doping etc at the last Olympics in London?
	Wrestling

	4
	Where is the 2020 Olympics?
	 Tokyo

	5
	What does UNHCR stand for?  The ‘C’ is ‘Commissioner”
	United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

	6
	WIPO – World Intellectual P.. Organization.  What does the ‘P’ stand for?
	Property

	7
	How many members of the European Union are there?
	28

	8
	Jordan took up a place on the UN Security Council following a vote to replace a country which had refused to take up its place on the Council in the normal way.  Which country refused to take up its place?
	Saudi Arabia

	9
	BRIC countries have rapidly growing and successful economies.  What does BRIC stand for?
	Brazil, Russia, India, China

	10
	What is UNMEER?  The first E is Ebola

	UN Mission for Ebola Emergency Response 


The World on your doorstep 

	
	Question
	Answer

	1
	HS2 is a major investment in the railway infrastructure.  What does HS stand for?
	High Speed

	2
	The Crossrail project will link Heathrow with which  Essex town via a tunnel underneath London?
	Shenfield

	3
	In which city are The Baltic and The Sage
	Gateshead (Newcastle upon Tyne will be accepted).  Both on the banks of the Tyne. One a converted flour mill now a centre for contemporary art -  The Baltic.  The other a  modern glass design with 3 theatres – The Sage

	4
	What is Myopia?
	Short-sightedness

	5
	What starts at Mortlake and finishes at Putney?
	The boat race

	6
	What is a Paki Bara?
	animal

	7
	United Nations Association provides the secretariat for the  UN APPG in Parliament.  What does APPG stand for ?
	UN All Party Parliamentary Group

	8
	What is the Quercus tree more commonly known as?
	Oak or Common Oak

	9
	MI5 and MI6 – what does MI stand for?
	Military Intelligence

	10
	Which one deals with foreign intelligence and is also known as the SIS Secret Intelligence Service?
	MI6


Tie Break

Name the 10 countries that joined the European Union in 2004.

Hungary

Poland

Czech Republic

Slovak Republic

Slovenia

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Malta

Cyprus

Name the 10 events of the Decathlon

Javelin

400m

800m

10000

High Jump

Long Jump

Triple Jump

Pole Vault

Tie Break 2

Name the 9 countries of the nuclear club?

UK

USA

Russia

China

France

India – post NPT

Pakistan – post NPT

Israel? – post NPT

North Korea – post NPT

