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The Human Rights Council,

Acring in compliance with the mandare entrustad to it 0y the United Nations

General Assembly in resolution 60/231 of 13 March 2006.

Having considered the draft text on institution-building submirted by the President of the

Council,

. Adopts the draft text entitled “United Nations Human Rights Council:
Instirution-Building™, as contained in the annex to the present resolution. including its

appendix(ces),



-

2 Decides to submir the following draft resolution o the General Assembly for its

adopticn as a marter of priority in order to facilitate the timelyv implementation of the text

contained thereafter:
The General Assembiy.
Taking note of Human Rights Council resolution /... of ... June 2007,

. Welcomes the text entitled “United Nations Human Rights C ouncil:

Institution-Building”, as contained in the annex to the present resclution. including its

appendix(ces).



Annex

UNITED NATIONS HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL:
INSTITUTION-BUILDING

[. UNIVERSAL PERIODIC REVIEW MECHANISM
A. Basis of the review
e The Charter of the United Nations:
¢ The Universal Declaration of Human Righrs:
o Human rights instruments to which a State is party:

» Voluntarv pledges and commitments made by States. including those undertaken when
presenting their candidatures for election to the Human Rights Council {hereinafter “the

Council™:

e In addition to the above and given the complementarv and murually inter-relared
nature of international human rights law and international humanitarian law, the review

shall take inte account applicable international humanitarian law.
B. Principles and objectives
1. Principles
The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) should:

» Promote the universality. interdependence. indivisibility and interre{atedness of all

human rights:

» Be a cooperative mechanism based on objective and reliabie information and on

interactive dialogue;

» Ensure universal coverage and equal reatment of all Stares:



Be an intergovemmental procass. United Natiens \ember-driven and action-oriented:

Fully involve the country under review:

Complement and not duplicate other human rgnts mechanisms. thus representing an

added value:

Be conducted in an objectve. ransparent. non-selective. constructive,

non-confrontational and non-peliticized manner;
Not be overlv burdensome to the concermed State or 10 the agenda of the Council:

Not be overly long. It should be realistic and ot absorb a disproporticnate amount of

time. human and tinancial resources;
Not diminish the Council’s capacity o respond tc urgent human rights situations:
Ensure that a gender perspective is fully integrated in UPR:

UPR should. without prejudice to the obligations contained in the elements provided for
in the basis of review, take into account the level of development and specificities of

countries:

Ensure participation of all relevant stakeholders, including non-governmental
organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs), in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 60/251 and Econcmic and Social Council

resolution 1996/31, as well as any decisions that the Council may take in this regard.
2. Objectives
Improvement of the human rights situation on the ground;

Fulfilment of the State’s human rights obligations and commitments and assessment of

positive developments and challenges faced by the State:

Enhancement of the State’s capacity and technical assistance. in consultation with and

with the consent of the State concerned.




Sharing of best practices among States and other stakehoiders in consuftation with and

with the consent of the State concerned:
Suppert for ceoperation in the promotion and protection of human righrs:

Encouragement of tull cooperation and engagement with the Council. other
human rights bodies and the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner
tor Human Rights (OHC HR.

C. Perjodicity and order of the review
Review begins atter the adoption of the UPR mechanism by the Council:

The order of review should reflect the principles of universality and equal rreatment:

The order of review shouid be established as s0en as possibie in order w0 allow States to

prepare adequatelv:
All member States of the Council shall be reviewed during their term of membership:

The initial members of the Council, especially those elected for one or two-year terms.

should be reviewed first:
A mix of member and observer States of the C ouncil should be reviewed:;

Equitable geographic distribution should be respected in the selection of countries for

review;

The first member and observer States to be reviewed will be chosen from each
Regional Group in such a way as to ensure full respect for equitable geographic
distribution, by drawing of lots. Alphabetical order will then be applied beginning with

these countries, with the exception of those who volunteer to be reviewed:

The period berween review cycles should be reasonable so as to take into account the

capacity of States to prepare and the capacity of other stakeholders to respond to the

requests arising from the review:



o The periodicity of the review for the first cvele will be of four vears. This will impiy the
consideration of 48 States per vear during three sessions of the Working Group of

two weaks each.’

D. Process and modaliries of the review
1. Documeatation
The documents on which the review would be based are:

e Ipnrormation prepared by the Stare conesmed. which can take the form of a nationai
report. on the basis of General Guidetines to be adopted bY the Council at its sixth
session (First session of the second cvele). and any other information considered

elevant by the State concerned. which could be presented either orally or in Writing:
provided that the written presenfation summarizing the information will not excee
20 pages. 10 guarantez equal treatment 10 all States and not 1o overburden the
mechanism. Siates are encouraged o prepare the informaiion through a broad

consultation procsss at the national level with all relevant stakeholders:

o Additionally OHCHR will prepare a compilation of the information contained in the
reports of reaty bodies. special procedures, including observations and comments by

the State concerned, and other relevant official United Nations documents, which shall

not exceed 10 pages:

e In the review, the Council should also take into consideration additional credible and
reliable information provided by other relevant stakeholders to UPR. OHCHR will

prepare a summary of suéh information that shall not exceed 10 pages:

‘ I UPR is an evolving process; the Council. after the conclusion of the first review cycle. may
review the modalities and the periodicity of this mechanism. based on best practices and lessons

learned.



