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Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to be back in London and to joimsny distinguished friends of the
United Nations in this magnificent hall.

Lord Hannay, let me thank you for your generousohtiction. You began it by alluding
to my baptism by fire. | know what you mean.

The 18 months | have held office have been everemmeentful than usual for the UN.
During this time, | have learned why the first UBcgetary-General dubbed this the most
impossible job on earth, why so many have quoteddmce, and why yet others have described
it as one with limited influence and unlimited resgibility.

| quickly discovered these doomsayers were rightit-also completely wrong. The
office of Secretary-General does have few powersthat is more than made up for by an
Organization with many friends.

These friends — including all of you — exemplifgtreal power of my position: the ability
to call on some of the most extraordinary individua public service or private enterprise to
support the UN’s work.

Nowhere is this more true than in the United Kingla country with a long and
distinguished history of engagement with our Orgation and its mission. From debt relief to
climate change, human rights to UN reform, the jeeapd Government of the United Kingdom
have proved reliable advocates for the most prgsssues on the UN’s agenda.

For more than six decades, UNA-UK has helped\atkithis support. Through outreach,
volunteer efforts, educational initiatives, confezes and seminars, your members have built a
grassroots support base for the UN. You have expiaihe UN to the UK while helping to
convey the concerns of British citizens to the UN.

So | am delighted for this opportunity to spealaliaof you today about the major issues
on our agenda.



Ladies and gentlemen,

Owing to the alignment of a number of developmewtshave a unique opportunity this
year to enhance the central role of the Uniteddyetin world affairs.

We must deliver results for a more prosperous a&adtty world. Passing the midpoint to
the 2015 deadline for the Millennium DevelopmenaSpwe face a development emergency.
Millions of people are still trapped in structupalverty and go hungry every day. In sub-Saharan
Africa, despite pockets of progress, not a singlentry is on track to achieve the MDGs by
2015.

We must deliver results for a more secure worlds Vear will put us to new tests in
peacekeeping, bringing it to an unprecedented scamaplexity and risk level. Success depends
first and foremost on how Member States match thedates they have set with political
support and actual contributions -- troops, pohsw| capabilities and finance.

We must deliver results for a more just world. Algdl awareness campaign is already
underway to mark the 60th anniversary of the Urs@kDeclaration of Human Rights. We must
uphold the responsibility to protect, and ensueeHlnman Rights Council lives up to the high
expectations of the international community.

At the same time, the UN must work overall to addrihe global threats which spare no
one in today’s world. They require us to advaneegiobal common good by securing global
public goods — in the areas of climate change,allbbalth, counter-terrorism and disarmament.
The United Nations is uniquely placed to lead #ffert — this is my central message to you
today.

| am convinced that if we do not collaborate orsthéour global challenges now, they
will escalate to global threats of irreversible podions in the future. These issues differ
qualitatively from all other matters of global ceno because: they endangdrcountries—rich
and poor—anall people; they cross borders and are highly contagmnd they can only be
resolved with action by all nations and all peoples

For friends of the United Nations, the need fotesilve action represents the silver
lining to some very dark clouds: today’s compler gitobal challenges represent exactly the
environment in which our United Nations shouldbri- because no country can resolve these
problems on its own. They signal a world wherelinged Nations can, and must, grow and
take on new roles, develop and deliver on new &ont

And that is exactly what our Organization is doifigke_climate changevhich |
personally consider the defining challenge of a@e.a

Last December, in the best tradition of the Royab@aphic Society, | journeyed to
Antarctica. What | found was a place that wouldbataly be unrecognizable to the likes of
Robert Scott or Ernest Shackleton.



| saw a continent on the verge of a catastropltecthad affect the entire world. The
glaciers on King George Island have shrunk by I0cpat. Some in Admiralty Bay have
retreated by 25 kilometres.

The tragedy of Antarctica is being repeated, aoniltimes over, in every part of our
world. We’re facing extended droughts, unprecedkntelones and other effects that are
wreaking havoc across the planet. The bottom $irtbat our climate is changing fast, and the
world has been too slow in response.

Since taking over as Secretary-General, | have madg priority to beat the drum on
this impending crisis. | am determined to get tid ahd our Member States to step up action to
meet this immense challenge.

My efforts received an unexpected boost with tharavof last year's Nobel Peace Prize
to the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Chaige Panel's research established that
climate change was not only occurring, but accétlegaand that man-made emissions were
largely responsible. Also last year, the UN-spoedarlimate talks in Bali produced an
agreement by all countries to launch negotiatiana aew international climate change
agreement by the end of 2009 and a roadmap fortb@st there.

These welcome developments have placed the UNaguarthe forefront of the climate
change response. My colleagues and | are deterrtonespitalize on the momentum generated
and push for decisive action supported by all oenMer States.

Indeed, as | tell world leaders, whatever the coktackling climate change — and they
are not as much as you might think — the costadtion is far, far greater.

In that sense, acting now is not only the righaghio do, it is also the cheaper alternative.
Global healths another pressing challenge which we are pdsedeet.

Migration and rapid urbanization have changed thg we way we look at global health.
Diseases and pandemics spread across borders astehthan ever before. If they are not
controlled effectively, the impact will be devastgt The neglected diseases of the world’s poor
are one example. So-called “neglected tropicaladisg’ that affect millions beyond tropical
regions are another.

The silver lining to this dark cloud is that thenidohas the ability to treat and control
many of these diseases. And we also have the kimawtd build health systems that serve all.

That is why the United Nations is pushing hardsestainable action to cut maternal and
child mortality, to combat HIV/AIDS, to defeat mak and to wipe out tuberculosis and other
diseases. We are also working to build functiorang affordable health systems, starting with
increased support to the people who staff them.



But these efforts are hindered by the fragmenteédreaf the global health landscape.
That is also why the welcome rise in new actorsrasdurces will not amount to much unless
we ensure coherent and decisive action.

The United Nations is already working on this frcad a convener and advocate for
greater coordination and accountability among headtors. A few weeks ago, | called a
meeting of United Nations and non-UN leaders init&alth sphere to discuss top global health
priorities and what we can do about them. | tolhtlthen, and | say to you now: too many lives
hang in the balance for us to wait. This is thestim be decisive and bold.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Terrorismcan affect anyone, anywhere, at any time -- askymuv too well, here in the
United Kingdom, and we in the United Nations knovour missions around the world.

In 2006 the UN General Assembly adopted the GlGmainter-Terrorism Strategy. This
was a milestone — the first time that all 192 Menthiates came together to formulate a
comprehensive, collective, and internationally awpd plan to counter terrorism.

It was also the first time all Member States agitdad certain conditions can be
conducive to the spread of terrorism and that ounter-terrorism efforts must target these
conditions. The adoption of this landmark Stratdgynonstrated, yet again, the UN’s role in
addressing key global challenges.

The Organization is now working closely with Meml&tates to apply the measures
outlined in the Strategy. Within the UN systemlitsgepartments, programmes, funds and
agencies have been taking action in a number akane both their individual capacities as well
as through joint efforts guided by the Counter-dasm Implementation Task Force. But we
also look to our Member States to rise to the acoasnd to follow-through on this ambitious
Strategy.

In the same way, | look to Member States to stefpupe challenge of disarmament and
non-proliferation

Weapons of mass destruction, especially nucleapares are inherently indiscriminate.
They make no distinction between citizen and soldren and women, the old and the young,
plant and animal—indeed, no distinction betweetiatig things. They wreak wholesale havoc,
not just spatially but also temporally, lingerimga the future to rob new generations of life,
security and prosperity. And even when they areusetl, these weapons remain a threat. There
is always a risk that they can cause accident®llanto the wrong hands, with deadly
conseqguences.

There is now near universal recognition of thegistherent in the very existence of
weapons of mass destruction. There is also widadpraderstanding of the dangers
accompanying unconstrained competition in convealizveaponry. In fact, in deliberations at
the United Nations, the vast majority of Statestiome to citezero as the most desirable



minimum number of nuclear weapons. They also adteptverified and irreversible
disarmament remains the safest, most reliable waydtect against the use of weapons of mass
destruction.

Building on these points of agreement, any realspiproach to security should involve
the simultaneous pursuit of two essential goats:elimination of all weapons of mass
destruction—namely, nuclear, biological, and cheinieeapons—and the limitation of other
types of weapons to legitimate defensive purposes.

| intend to work with Member States in pursuit loése ideals. My own experiences in
Korea taught me that there is simply no other wesetfeguard our collective security, and
ensure a peaceful world.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The four challenges | have just outlined todayteuly global. They affect all and they
require attention by all.

| have identified the issues, but | have not prepasolutions. These require more than a
20 minute-monologue from a Secretary-General,arrtHat matter, even the most profound
thinking at the local or national level. They ragucollective thinking and global approaches. In
short, they require the United Nations. Not jugt éinganization, but also the ideal — all people
working together for the collective good.

That is my challenge to you today. As supporterthefUnited Nations, as decision
makers, as activists and as concerned citizensggounake crucial contributions. The issues are
already before us. But solutions will come throjgyht and unprecedented effort. Together, we
can tackle the looming challenges and make ourdiweélthier and safer for all people.

Thank you very much.



