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Lord Hannay,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am delighted to greet all the participants irs tionderful gathering of concerned citizens anehfits of the
United Nations.

Change does not come from the top down; it conws the bottom up; it does not begin only in goveznin
buildings, it emanates from communities. That'svehyou are — on the frontlines, in the vanguattere need,
vision and innovation combine to light a spark.tiWittle fanfare but great dedication, the UN Agstion of the
United Kingdom and its kindred groups across thddwvearry forth the core values of the United Nasipjustice,
human rights, equal opportunity. You influenceisien-makers and engage the young. | am mostfgtdite your
commitment and | welcome the efforts of this UNUarto bring our mission to new audiences and cuestcies.
Your people’s movement is helping us to build @draworld.

If ever there was a moment to come together andsaohe, it is now. We face climate change, urgatected
levels of hunger, extremism, intolerance, fragitdess and the continuing fallout of the greateshemic upheaval in
generations.

Yet we often lose sight of the vast new possikiitior common progress that exist in an intercoeclesorld
and even within some of these very same crises.

Yes, many countries are not on track to meet tHeeMiium Development Goals, but we are falling $imort
because the goals are too ambitious or for lackrd, but because we have not scaled up what vasridfilled our
financial promises to the world’s poor and vulnégab

Yes, climate change risks catastrophe if presents continue, but we have not yet fully embrabedpath
of green growth and clean energy.

Yes, we continue to live under the shadow of nuchezapons, but thanks to Government leaders and
mobilization by the grass roots, there is windhe sails of our campaign to rid the world of thelear threat.

Maternal health has been one of the slowest-mavirige MDGs, but thanks to the hard work of acti/isnd
leaders around the world, this is about to change.

And yes, even as we continue to witness appallioigtion of human rights, international criminakjice has
taken remarkable strides, and the Internationahi@al Court is helping us move from an era of imputo an age of
accountability, with even heads of state calleddcount for genocide, war crimes and crimes agaunsianity.

| seek not to downplay the challenges we facephlyt to focus our minds and energies on turningahto
opportunity. Let us take advantage of the momerthanyou yourselves have helped to build. Thesoimuch that
we can do together. Thank you again for your camemt and hard work, and please accept my besewifgn a
successful forum.



